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haps it has ſcarce been ſeen hitherto, that all our 
| Polemical Conteſts were, reduc d within ſo narrow 
.a.compaſs, My. Firſt Letter inſiſted" chiefly on 
_ Two ſhort Diſcourſes : Whereof the one undertook 
toſbewthe Nullity. of the Rule of Faith, claim'a by. Dr. St. 
aud his Proteſtants. ; The other the Abſolute Certainty of 
the Catholic Rule z ud rho whole Controverfie was, in ſbort, 
aboat the Gertainty, or Uncertainty of Chriſtian Faith. 
Both of thoſe Diſcourſes were preſum'd by us to.be Conchu- 
ſive gz and ſo we'offer d a fair ddvantage to our Atverſary, 
if he could ſhew clearly an of our {Ras Soak: was falſe, or 
their. Connexion lack... Hence Thad good hopes that Reply 
of mine would have, brought our | Contreverſic very near an 
end;. had Dr. S's, Return. been ſuitable to our Attempts. 
E(petially, it had brought the Buſineſs to a Criſis, had he 
been pleas'd to ſbew the Abſolute Certainty of his Rule, or of 
his Faith, as grounded on that Rule;which was juſtly expect- 
. ed.- But Error Nonpluſt has already convinc'a,the Yorld, 
| That the bringing. any Diſpute to Principles dr Grounds, 
agrees not with their Conſtitution who have none. While our 
Expetlations were thus rais'd, no News could we hear of 
Dr. St. Au An(wer comes out from another hand; not very 
obliging to him in my opinion, whether he were or were not 
 preacquainted with it : For if he were ( and 'tis hard to 
- AS _ Imagine 
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To the READER. 
imagine that a Piece writ in his Defence had not both. his- 
Direfion, Inſpeftion, and Approbation) People will ſuſpett 
he foreſaw what would come FA it, and was glad the Shame 
ſhould fall on another-; and that he: has but little Kind- 
neſs for his Friend, whom he ſuffers to Write on this man- 
ner. If he were nat, they will ſuſpeit his Eriends have.as 
little Kigdneſs for Inimy and leſs Regard, wha; manage his - 
Cauſe Pithout his Privity. © However it. be, the @nſuer 
affords no work for a Replier, but the moſt ungrateful one 
| in the World ; to be perpetually telling men of their Faults, 
| | without the leaſt hopes of doing them good, or contributing 
ue - to their amendment ; They being of ſuth a nature, that th 
vi | are our Adverſaries moſt neceſſary ſupports in their unlucky 
4 | ' Circumſtances. And indeed; the whole Piece ſeems to have 
J 0 other Deſign,” but to bring the Diſpute into a Wrangle. 
3, h Tet this Profit maybe bohed, that every moderate Tudgment 
3 | will ſee by the very methods wetake; which fide defires and 

DH  fincerelyendeavours that Truth' may appear.- 1t would" be 
bt much a greater, if Dr. St. or whom he pleaſes to employ,.would_ 
þ * Second Let--plainly ſhew 2he * Abſolute Certainty which he ſays they 
2 ter, #+1%: have; orelſe plainly confeſs they have it not. Buz this 
3 3s mot to be hoped. Tet I entreat the Reader, becauſe I 
I diſtruſt my own Credit, to ſolitit him (if be thinks. it not too 
| dangerous for him) to do the -one'or the-other ; and in doing 
it, to uſe as much Reaſon as he will, and as little Laughing © 
as he can, We are ſufficiently ſatisfy d of his faculry of 
Riſibility, and would-be glad to ſee a touch or two of. his 
Rationality, | A ch 


REFLECTIONS 
7 05n.ic ON; 11 a 
Dr. Sr's Reflegers Defence: 7 

 Addreft to Himſelf, | 


Enquire not, Sir, fince'it concerns me not to» 
know, why you would needs. become a 
Party, or rather. an Advocate in .a Cauſe, 
... "depending between ,,Dr. Sf. and another. 

If it were defr dof you, you are. to be ex-: 
cus'd 3} fo you: perform; well - what. you. undertook ; 
that is, to defend the Dr. eſpecially his Zogick, and his. 

Abſolute Certainty ; But if you had nothing to draw you - 

7#,-beſides the Weight of what you had to fay, I think 

you -might very well have Kept out, You begin like a 

man of Art, with prepoſſeſſing your .Reader againſt 
your Adverſary , and. in favour of your. ſelf : and fo 
would have me paſs for a pleaſant, artificiat , deluding. . 
Companion ;: and your ſelt for a man., Godly even to 
ſeruple.,.and who cannot barely repeat the Metaphor 


{ of © holding ones Cards) without, * asking . Pardop, + 7. 2. 


The Reader-will find; -by your writing,. to which of us 
- your former Character is moſt like... In the-mean time, 
I own the: Confidence of talking of Self-evidence, and 
Abſolute Certainty , and Infallbility ;. and bleſs the - 
Mercy-of. God , for making. me. of a Communion T o | 
62 which .: 
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Language is Proper ; and humbly pray Him 
ve me from the Face (if I muſt fiot fay Conf- 
dence) of ſetting up for a Guide without them. For. be- 
tween 2 #lindGazde, 'and one who fees wot bis way, I 
think the difference is not-great. ... Much. good .may 
your Modeſty do you ; your Obſcurity ; your Tucertatu- 
ty and Falibility. , If year Conſcience perſwade you 


. theſe are the beſt qualifications of Chriſtan Do@rin, 


* Dr. St's fir 
[Tetter, P- 7* 
'G ſecond, p-14+ 


*Dr. S:. to talk of Abſolute Certainty, 


and beſt Security whichGod-would proyide for the Souls 
of BN 00 would ſooner _ Twenty Metaphors, than 
perſwade People. to.yenqure thew Eternity upon them. 
But, at Mr Is mie wich fault in ne ſure, than in 
| Unleſs he per- 
haps repent, and would: be content an-unfortunate Word 
incon iderately 'blurted our, ſhould. be retracted for him 
by another, which 'tis not fo .hand{ome to retract bim- 

elf”; whereas 1, kkea'manof Contudence,;weant what I 
ſaid, and. franid to it ; adi ean have: no ;Zood” opinion of 
thoſe modef men, that fay'and unſay, as futes with the 
occation, <5 [3 

\ 2. To fall-to our Buſineſs, your Difcourſe has Three 


' Parts; The Firſt refleQs on what I faid.of turning Proof 


over from/yout Prizefiants'to- Cathalicks :: The:yecond 
_ to anſwer my" Argument 4- And the [Thirds 
:&'s. Some Gleanings im your Lapgyage.there are be- 


fides ; but this is the main'Crop. Upon rhe firſt Point, 


fince Proof'doesor- does not belong goProtetiants, there 
is nothing more to be ſhid to' purpoſe; but: either. to 


* * ſhew'thax- Proof docs:nor' belang'to:thems, or.faubring 


Ing thent with aſſurance that they can: juſtified their Accounts 
themſelves. | | 


z - * 


it if it dbes/ Bur-iettis ee haw/yowhandle the matter:; 
3; I had cxpreft mF ſeif togrieve /and' wonder: there 
ſhould 'be fo-little value for 'Souls- among your - Party, 
as to ſend Men to the 'Fribunal of God, without furniſhr 


But 
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| But if (fy you) they may be afſiped they can give TY E Z's: 


account, may they not be afſar'el that they have the-Grace of 
God, and of their Fuſtification and Salvation 2. And then 
what becomes of the:Conncil of Trent > Of what Account 
do you ſpeak, I beſeech you? T6, as did, of an Account 
of Faith; [ _—_— wilt not perfwade us a man-cannat 
know why he believes, without knowing whether. he be 


' in the Stare of Grace, or ſure of his Salvation; and there- 


fore, I hope you will not perſiſt to think it hard to con- 
cerve how the bare affurance of the Truth of what is taught, 
ſhould enable' a man to juftifie his agcount, without: an A4ſ- 


ſurance of Grace too; ſince his very 4ſfſuraxce of the Truch 


which he believes is a Juſtification of his Account , for . be- 
keving it. If you fpeak of an Account of our whole /zwes, 
it becomes you huge well to talk of my Confidence, who 
have your ſelf the Confidence to turn things againſt the 
plain Scope: of my Diſcourſe, againſt my plain Words, 
and (1 much fear): againſt your own Knowledge. 
For where the only Queſtion was of the Certainty of 
Proteſtant Faith, or (whictris all one) of Chriſtian Faith, - 
upon your Proteſtant Grounds: an Account-why your 
Proteſtants believe, who' cannot! tell: wherher Chriſt 
taught-it, was the only Account that belongs to - that 
Queſtion. Burt what needs more? Are not you, 1 too, 
fully perſwaded, white weare writing:this very Contro= 
verſie, that we-maintain the Truth of our Faith by ſuch 


arguments-2s' can jultifie us not to have faibd. of that 


Duty; and if 'wedo fo,cannot bothus juſtifie our ſelves - 
inthat particular, and all who aflent upan them, to God + 

as well as man 2? And cannat: either of us bring a folid 

nt to.prove that Chriſt Taught what we hald, 
without: being aſſur'd! before-hand we are-inthe: ſlate of 
Grace; and ſhall: be-ſaz#'d> Or; Is: this: any thing- to the - 
'Council. of Trent; as. you. pretend! 2: What: paltring is- _ 
WHEN Mo” Fo then, 


p ; 
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_ that conchudes Chriſt 'Taught ſuch: a: Dodrin; and:o 
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trovertiſt-can-bring'/a Proof 


juſtifies them that adhere to the Truth it-evinces ; 'for 
fear (forſooth) of making men ſure of their Juſtzfcation + 

and Salvation, and of contradidting the Connect of Trent. - 
A pretty fetch, to excuſe your ſelves from bringing any 
Arguments worth a Straw tv juſtifie your" Followers, 
for believing upon them ! Alas ! you. have ſtore enough 
of them ; but out of pure Confcience (we muſt think) 
darenot produce them, for fear of ena#/ing your People 
to juſtifie themſelves - for not believing raſhly ; or for 

fear of making them ſure. of their Salvation; ; 
-- 4« J had alledg'd farther, that till Proteſtants :pro- 
duce the Grounds which prove their Faith to. be:7 rae, 
it cannot with Reaſon be held 7rath. You put my Diſ- 
courſe firſt in my Words, only leaving out thoſe which 
did-not pleaſe you., and © then diſguite it'in your. own, 
and-laugh-at ir for being too plainly True : For plain | 

Truth, it ſeems, -is a ridiculous thing with you; and you 
are of opinion, that the more plain it is, that you ought 
to bring your Proofs;/ the leſs. you are .oblig'd. to bring 
them. - 'Thence you ſtart aſideto tell us, that the wwlgar 
Catholic has ' leſs certainty: than the vulgar Proteftant; 
becau'e'the one has only the Word of his Prieft, the other 
has'the Word of his:Miniſter and the Word of God in Scrip- 
thre befides.- - Do you think: Catholic Prieſts are at-li- 
berty totellthe- vulgar what Faith-they> pleaſe; as. your 
Miniſters may interpret :Scripture as ſeems beſt totheir 
Judgment-of Diferetion! when-you-cannot:but kriow, 
they -dare” not teach them any Faith , but what-the 
Church holds ; nor does ithe Church hold any but upon 
Tradition? Again; You do well to'fay. your. People 
have ir-in Scripture, or ina' Book, for' tliey. have it av 
-where elſe. Ang you: know: the vulgar Socinzarns: and 
Presby- 


Presbyterians, and all the reſt, have it as much there, 
as your vulgar Proteſtants, notwithſtanding all you have 
faicl, or can ſay and then, I ſuppoſe, you do not think 
they Truly have the Word of God on their ſide, un- 


| leſs you think the Word of God ſays different things to 
different Hearers. When you prove that-you and your 


Miniſters have any Certain means of making it out, 
that the Senſe, which by their explaining and catechifing 
they put upon the Written CharaCters, is zraly God's 
Meaning, you will do ſomething, make many Converts, 
and my felf 'one among the relt : Till then, to pofleſs 
your.vulgar Proteſtants with a Conceit of having the 
Word of God, is meerly to delude them. Sure you 


wanted a Common-place to furniſh out your Paragraph, 
or elſe writ it ina Dream. For, *to tell me,that Truth 


can depend no more upon the Saying of a Romiſh Prieſt, 
than of an Engliſh Miter, when 1 tell you, ir depends 
zot on any private man's'Sayzngs, is not a Reply of a man 


well awake. In two words, Bring you Proofs, fayT ; the 


Saying, that is, the No-proof of a Miniſter, is as good as 
the No-proof of a Prieſt, fay you ; And the ſhort and the 

long is ; No Proof, I thank you. ON Þ 
5. But two things, ſay you, follow from my Poſition, 
which you fear 1 will not grant, The Firſt is, That if we 
cannot with Reaſon hold a-Truth till the Intrinfical Ground's 
of it be produc d, we cannot with reaſon hold any thing for a 
Truth, namely, becauſe the Church of Rome hath determi- 
ned it « for her Determination is no Intrinfical Ground of the 
Truth, but only an outward Teſtimony or Declaration of it ; 
and then what's become either of her Infallibility or Autho- 
rity to command our Faith ! As flips of honeft Ignorance 
deſerve compaſſion and inftrution, and Ido not know 
this'to be any more, I will be ſo charirable, as to ſet you 
right. Authority, amongſt thoſe who already — 
B or 
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_ for True, has Farce to provethat to be7rath, which de+ ; 


pends on it, and will conclude againſt ghaſe who allow 
its yeracity, if it be ſhewn to be engag'd agaiaſt them. 


| But it has not this Efe& upon Hawan Nature: by. its 


proper Power as 'tis meer Authority ; but, becauſe ins 
trinfical Mediums juſtifie it to be worthy to be rely'd on, 
Whence, let that Authority. come into. diſpute, jt wilt. 
toe it's Credit, unleſGit can be prov'd by ſuch Mediums 


'todeſerve what it pretends to. And, hence, you fee we 


go about todemonſtratethe Infallibility ofthe Church's 
Human Authority, in deriving. down. Chriſtian, Faith. 
Toclear this farther, I advance this Fundamental Poſi- 
tion ;-viz. No Authority deſerves any Aſſent' farther than 
Reaſon gives it todeſerve : And, therefore, without aba= 
ting any thing of our reſpect, we may afhrm, that the 
Authority of the whole Catholick Church would be no. 
JrFAeeT than that of an old Woman, (or one of your 
oberEnquirers)were there no more Reaſon to be given for 
believing the farmer,than there. is for telieving the/ater. 
And conſonantly to this Dofrin, we declare to you, 
that, When' Dr. S. comes to argue, either out of - Autho- 
rity of Writers, or Inſtances. depending. on. their Au- 
thority, againſt” Tradition ;, he ſhall be-preft to. make 
out by Intrinfical Mediums they are Abſolutely. Certain; 
or they thall deſervedly be look'd upon and: contemn'd: 
as Inconclufrue. By this time, I hope,you ſee that A// Truths 
are built on. /ntrinfical Mediums; and, that whereas.you. 
apprehended they would overthrow our Church's Teſti- 
mony. or Authority, ſuch Mediums (in cafe we produce 


them) are the beſt means to eſtabliſh.it, and give it force 


ypon. our ſelves and others : As alſo, how it comes that 
the Church can e&zge to Beljef : which is not. by a, dry 
commanding our Faith, as you apprehend ; but by having 


_ its Human Authority ſo ſolidly. grounded upon Reaſon, 


that 
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that it ſelf becomes a Motive able to beget , according 
to the beſt Maxims of Rational Nature, ſiich an Afﬀent 
in us, to this water of Fatt, that Chrift and his Apoſtles 
taught ſuch Dofrins, Bur, whar a 'put off is this? We 


fay Truth is not therefore Truth, becauſe of mens bare . 


Sayings or Authority ; and therefore demand your Proofs 


' from Hatrinfical Mediums, (tor thither it muſt come, e're 


it be known for Truth) to make out what you pretend ; 
Your Anſwer, in effect, is, You are afraid to do it, leſt 
you ſhould deſtroy our Church's Intallibility and Au- 
thority. How much is our Church in your Debt, that 
the Care of Her makes you careleſs of thoſe Souls in 
your own Church, to whom you owe this fatisfaQion. 
6. The ſecond: thing you fear I will nor grant, is, 


\ 4 Fudgment of Diſcretion to common People, with which 


they may difcern the Tntrinfical Grounds of Truth. You 
gave your ſelf at firſt the Character of a ſcrupulous 


man; and I ſee by this, you have a mind to maintain it. - 


You know, that thofe who write and print, can have no 
deſign their Books ſhould not be read ; and/you know 
thoſe that read, will and muſt judge of what they do 
read; and yet your ſcrupuloſity can fear 1 will not allow 
the Common People to jxdge of the Intrinſical Grounds 
of Truth, who take pains they may judge, put tit into 
their power to judge, and out of my own, and fo cannot 
hinder them, tho'I would. Indeed, I think it no grear 
fign of a Judgment of Diſcretion, to pretend to difcern 
the Zrath of Faith, by Lights that do not ſhew it ro' be 
True ; and, upon ſuch: a Judgment I wiſh and labour 
People ſhould not venture their Souls. But I difallow 


. no-other Judgment of Diſcretion ; full well knowing, that 


the more Judgment a man has, and the more he uſes 


is, the ſooner and betrer he will diſcern, that the Do- 
ctrin of Chriſt canner be ſecurely learnt from thoſe of 
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-EKF 
Your-and Dr. S's Principles. - But, Why all this? Or, 
How come I to ſtand in your way ?. Do I hinder you: 
from ſhewing Proteſtants that They are Certain of their 
Faith 2 They allow a Judgment of Diſcretion, if it ſtick 
there, whether /do or no. But you cannot gratifie Ca. 
tholics with Proof, it ſeems, becauſe they are againſt 
Judgment of Diſcretion ; nor Proteſtants, becauſe they 
are for it; that is, in plain terms, you will-rot prove the 
Certainty of your Faith at all. You conclude very con- 
formably, that 7 * have ſet ws all on even Ground : Yes, 
moſt Mathematically even : For Iſet Abſolwe Certainty, 
on the one ſide, and uncertainty on the other ; and this, 
in your Language, is even Ground. > S06106 2 7 
- 7. Yournext Paragraph ſays, I fall upon the Certainty 
of Proteſtant Faith ; which 1 hope eaſily to overthrow. 
'The Reader cannot but apprehend now , that I am ma- 
king Arguments againſt it, of- which you know very 
wellI did not think.. Where do I fall upon this Matter ! 
Why, I faid, Suppoſe Mr. G. could not prove Proteſtants 
are certain, are they therefore certain ? The meaning of 
which words is clearly this, that the Certainty of Prote> 
{tant Faith muſt depend on their own Proofs for it,not on 
any Man's being able or not able to prove the contrary, 
which 15 what Dr. $:. would have put upon.us. So that 
(to avoid proving, which was demanded) you put upon 
me the direct contrary to what | affirm'd, viz. That the 
Certainty of Proteſtant Faith does depend upon our not 
proving they have none ; whereas I contend it does not 
depend upon 1t., , What thifts are you put to, that you 
may eſcape this dangerous butineſs of proving your Faith 
Certain. . Well, but did | fay true, or no? You trouble 
not your Head with ſuch impertinent thoughts, but fall ' 


* to propieſie what I imagin'd. This (ſay you) he firſt 


imagins, that all the certainty of our Faith is this , T bat las 


piſes 


£ «> br toad 
. 


" piſts cannot prove it to be uncertain, and that then 7 make 
{port with my own Imagination, Better and better ! Nor 
t o take notice. 'of your ſhuffling in,, that Papiſts cannor 
prove Proteſtants are-not Certain, which Iam very far 
from imagining ; becauſe I ſaid our not-proving the con- 
trary, is no Certainty to Proteſtants, he will have me 
imagin it i their Certainty ; nay, All their Certainty : 
when he knows I am aware, and confeſs they pretend to 
Scripture for it ; and, p. 26. urg'd them to make our 
they had Abſolute Certainty by 7/7. The reſt is, to tell 
me I play, and you will be {erious : And your way of 
being ſerious, when you have choſen to fall upon this 
Queition, whether Proteſtants bzcome Certain by our 
not proving them Uncertain, is, without ſaying a word 
to it, to skip to another Paragraph of mine. ; 

8. Wherel had faid, that A»uy man may find it confes} 
to bis hand, by Proteſtants, that they hawe no Abſolute Cer- 
tainty of their Faith : For which I cited Dr. 7/lotſon, 
And you tell me firſt, that Dr. 7iJotfon is an excellent 
man ; andſoheis; for he excells even your ſelf (which 
requires a great Talent 1n your way of handling Con- 
troverſie) in all your Arts. Next, to take your turn in 
imagining, you imagin ſingle Dr. 7 illotſon too many for all 
the T, att Catholicks to anſwer his Rule of Faith. 
AndI imagin, that Dr. 7 of ſon knows the contrary : For 
I have been inform'd, Dr. 7:/o#/on had the offer of an 
Anſwer, from a Traditionary Catholic long ago, upon 
condition he would contribute his Credir to get it prin- 
ted : which he thought not fit to do, Since [ perceive 


ns ky 
MF. 


you do not know an Anſwer when you ſee it, unlets the - 


word [ 4nſwer ] be in the Zztle-page, I willnot tell you 
it isan{wer'd already, tho' I betieve Ican make it good : 
But 1 willventure a fair Wager with you, it will ve an- ' 
ſwer'd, .in his own Formal way, every jot as ſoon as 
I : Reaſon 
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| Reaſon againſt Railery. Laſtly, You deny that this Con- 
"y 7: felſion 7 hat Proteſtants have no Certainty (no Abſolute 
Certainty, if it pleaſe you) of their Faith, is to, be found 

in the pages cited, or any other part of Dr. Tillotſon's 

Book. If you do not underſtand Engliſh, I cannot help 

it; but any one that does, may find in the laſt of the 

pages cited. As far as filencegives conſent, it is.own'd 

See Reaſon a- by Dr. Tillotſon himſelf : For it-was laid before him by 


£ain} Failer, Reaſon againſt Railery , and with him it has lain theſe 


1.97.10 [el 1.4. . ſ 
rnb” fifteen Years ; and yet you would perſivade us. you ſee it 


Ibid, not, nor 7 neither, if I may be believ'd againſt my ſelf. 
9. Your Rhetorick, Sir, is very great, if it will do you 
this piece of Service ; but let us hear it however. I had 
My Tirſt Let» faid to Dr. St. p. 23. Ton ſeem togrant you are thus Abſo- 


ter, p.23- Jutely-Certain or /»fallible, by vertue of Tradition. Upon 


which Theme you thus declame. ow 2 confeſs we have 
0 Certainty (no Abſolute Certainty, I beſeech you again) 
and yet ſeems to grant we are Infallible, and that too by Ver- 
tue of Tradition. —— Some people had need of good Memo- 
ries. Asifit were fo ſtrangea thing for Proteſtantsto 
contradict one another, or the ſame man himſelf; or, 
that there needed Memory to obſerve what paſles every 
day. By the favour of your Exclamations, Dr. S?. did 


'Dr.*: 5/econd fay atthe Conference, that They are Abſolutely Certain, 


Letter, P-'24» that they now hold all the ſame Doftrin that was taught by 
Chriſt and his ApoFiles, —-by the Divine Revelations con» 
tained in the Writings of the New Teſtament ; and-of thoſe 

this. p. 15. Revelations by the Univerſal T eſtimony of the' Chriſtian 

nu wing Charch. And in his Firſt Letter he did deſire Mr. 6. to 

Lecer, p.7. prove that they have no Abſolute Certainty as to the Rule of - 
their Faith, altho. they have a larger and firmer Tradition 
for it than we can have for the points of Faith in difference. 

And Dr. 7i1/otfon did fay in his Rule of Faith, p. 118. 

We are not infallibly certain that any Book (peaking of 

, ” Scrip- 


# E 4 * 5 
: -_ . 


- 


Scripture) ts fo antient as it pretends to be, or thit it wat 
written by bim whoſe Name it bears ; or, that this is the 
ſence of ſuch and ſuch paſſages in. it : 1t is poſſible all this 
may be otherwiſe. Now, it one of thoſe Writers do not 
ſeem to grant that they are Abſolutely Certain, (or In- 
fallible) and that too by. vertue of 7radition, and the 
Other confeſs, that they have no Abſolute Certainty of 
their Faith, Engliſh isno intelligible Language in England. 
— you think this a Contradiction, you may talk with 

your excellent men about it, and let me alone ; till- you 
can ſhew I ralk againſt my ſelf by relating barely what 
others ſay. Mult my Memory be blam'd, when their 
Judgments are in fault 2 For a Contradidtion it is, if 45- 
ſolutely Certain and Infallible be the fame ; which I both 
prov*'d formerly, and it will come into play again e're 


long. However lonly ſaid they ſeem'd to grant, &c. . 


| Forthe Tenet of Faiths Vncertainty, if I may ſpeak what 
L think, is hearty in them; it's pref Certainty is but 
ſeeming ; and ſurely, tis lawful to ſay he ſeems to hold it, 
who in print avows it, whether he do zdeed hold it 
Or NO» : | 
To. From hence you paſs to a company of 'Traditio- 
nary Gentlemen ; with- whom! if you have buſineſs, I 
have none;and think yours cannot be very great, ſince 
you take this. time to diſpatch it. You may diſpatch 
with me, if you pleaſe, firſt; and ſay what you will to 


them afterwards. Dr. 7i/lotſon, you ſay, in his Rule of 


_ Faith, p. 120. &c, ſaid great matters ofthem; and if Tfind 
them wrong'd,] have the liberty to vindicate them. Iknow 
you would invent twenty impeminent Tasks for me, {ol 
would but forget the point in hand, and excuſe you from 
proving. But how careleſs are you of what you lay. 
One of thoſe Authors was occaſionally vindicated in the 
Letter of Thanks, and the notorious Abuſe of him, my 
TO 
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: ( 12 ) ot 
good againſt that Dr's Excuſe, in Reaſon againſt Railery, 
Þ+*22-7, tO t: 234. And were it ſeaſonable, perhaps we 
ſhould find the others abus'd too, or wilfully miſunder- 
ſtood. Bur, What is this toour preſent buſineſs? At laſt, 
you conclude with a ſeaſonad/e Warning , as you call it; 
Thar, if any Proteſtant ſhall begin to plead Tnfallibility by 
Vertue of Tradition, it will behove Catholicks in time to ſeek 
eut a new 0ue, Why fo, I beſeech you ! This is as much 
as to fay, that, as ſoon as Proteſtants takea fancy toany 
thing that belongs to Catholicks, it is *heir own, and Ca- 
tholicks'mult preſently yield it up. Your reaſon is, be- 
cauſe When both Parties pretend alike to Infallibility and 
Tradition, neither of theſe can. be any longer a fit Medium 
to prove which is in the Right. What will be when both 
pretend alike, we ſhall ſee when the Time comes. But, 

Why muſt they, or- how can they pretend alike > Can 
Tradition infallibly deliver contrary things? Why ſhould 
Tradition -be a Medium lelsfit to determine between Ca- 
tholick and Proteſtant, which of them has right to 7#- 
fallibility, when both pretend tot by Tradition, than .a 
Deed to determine between Peter and Paul, whicks has 
right ro the Eſtate, which both claim by the ſame Deed > 
Do their contrary Pretences hinder it from being ſeen 
whether the Deed be for Peter or Paul ; or Tradition for 
Catholicks or Proteſtants 2 Or do you think a Proteſtant, 
to get Tradition on his ſide, has no more todo, but to pre* 
tend rot. At this rate, Scripture.cannot bea fit Medium 
for you, becauſe all Hereticks pretend to it, and a/ike too. 
Bur it feems, that with you, when. two pretend, . One 
with Right,the Other wwhout it,they both pretend alike, 
or with equal Title. Of which it was, indeed, ſeaſonable 
ro warn us ; tor neither we;(nor any man wellin his wits) 
would have hit_on- it of our {elves.' Thus much in return 
to your preſent-Excuriion. But what's become of your 
4 | proof 
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Proof all this while 2 Inſtead of bringing that; you tell 


me, / fall:upon Proteſtant Certainty, of which there was 
not the leaſt: ſhew ; that 7 ſpeak againſt my ſelf ; that 
Dr. Tillotſon 7s an Excellent” man, that he did not con- 
fels, &c. Ourof which rambling Talk we are to con- 
clude, That your Proteſtant Proot needs not appear ;-but 


 tomake usamends for: this conſtant 'Negle&, you will 


needs:give us 2 ſeaſonable Warning; and that's worth all 
the Proof in the World. {Op 
tr. Yet we ſhall have this Proof, Thope, in the next 


. Paragraph: Ior yougive me notice then, When your Cer- 


tainty (Abſolute Certainty, I pray you again for Dr. $4 
lingtleet's ſake) is once prov'd, no more is needful to confute 
our Infallibility, and that you are-not afraid to undertake 
making it good, even All that There call upon you to prove, 
And youdo not raiſe our ExpeCtations ſure onlyto'de- 
feat them. Yet it bodes ill, that you would have the 
word [ Abſolately ] left out a while': A motion which 
would make a jealous man ſuſpe&t you had a' deſign to- 
palm a Certainty upon us which will prove #o-Certainty. 
But you are Abſolute Maſter of your own Proofs, and 
may-put in and put out what youpleaſe. I, for my pare, 
cannot conſent toleave that word-out”; becauſe it is fot 
fair to altera.word:of Dr;S:'s ; nor poſſible, 'tho'.it were 


* fair. Ds and I cannot make himnot have ſaid what 


he has ſaid; and, tho'we' ſhould ' agree 'to ſuppreſs that 
Word amoneg(t our. ſelves, it will. ſtill/be found” in his 
7wo Letters,do what wecan.. But, now weare thus-far 


'onward, /tis:: pity. to break: for'a fingk Word; 'andito 


giveyou your due, you begin to deal here very fair with 
us... We manifeſt, ſay you. Very. well:: Now the Buſi- 


neſs is on the Hinges again ;- and here is not only Proof, 
but Manifeſti Proof corping: But what is it which you 14;. 


manifeſt > Why, the Certainty you have of Sctipture '; and 
"7 | & : that, 
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cw) | 
that, after vhe fanig mh; laure 45 we de aver Rule: ar Scripture, | 
E know not. which you-miean. But, I && you-need 2 goed 
Memory too as. web: 2s your Neighbours. : For you. do 
nob remember that Adſelwe Certainty of Scripture is net 
the Point te be prov d,tho' {told you ſoin the very page 
you cite. Lwayd chat point, not to be more feverethan 
. neeels,and pus Proteſtants s upon Tak which I rod them 
 Vithel Zhey would fnd'a bard one; but from wehich, 
while we both agree that Scripture.is Certain, Iwas wil 
ling to.excufe them; Again, Youfurget that juſt before 
you wengeri at. me fordaying, Zavſcmm w. grunt yau are. 
thes, Abſolutely Certain or alibie by vr ine 2-54 why 
39d .aow. you-lay,, you menifeſt your _—_— the:'Yame 
Manner as we oh ; and fire. youdo not forges, thas\ Our 
nquner of wanefefing is by. Fradition. Bite, to. loſe no - | 
- tirhe-a bout that nkiqh.s gs: aotche point/oany, How _ 
Ya: Prouerthag gÞ, A 
ihe ho, yuthinkyou fufrcinntly Arvairiis Gernot. 
eve) Aitlee —_ ame 53-4" 99 97 faltd-" 
('hsp God? s Word. ; and, this: being ſhewn, won- 
ul tuo Wal}. follow, Inthe mearitime you fpeak . 
acts have! all-tho-reafon in» the world to: think 
that you, grove: ſuffriently, wht. you ſolidly ſhewe Nei 
_ 08, neg} t0.mmce: * with fficzently,. for''tis 
ately Certdiu:you. do prove when you woes 
F gi Prove ; Sor: this you. m ke have: faid:wich: 
Comin you lad beon-pleas'{: For we;can ee well - 
enough thas _— is:Progk - there is. Proof. tho 
ons, bxpetation:had nevi bien ſorew'd. up with. your 
profeſſions of Comrdge: to: nudarraotr; on Shews £0: prrfencs. . 
Thisis jul inyite yaurCompany, fay Grace tothem, 
ponpoveny = yeuthinkgyau.trea them /ufficiewtly, when you - 
it 54i7:Meat on the Board ; and, alithw done, fend chem - 
pork ey Pray when will that i/heuof yours __ | 
When... 
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: when will the day come, in which you will ſhew, your 
Edith40 be folidly-graunded on the Word 'of God 2 Eve- 


ry Article, ys you word it, (to bring it,, I ſuppoſe, to 
your ſolid Endteſs way of Quoting 2nd Crizicizing,). is 


 coomuchat preſent. We are not got ſ@ far yet : It. will 


be- time to talk of This or That Article, when This or 
That Articleis4n Queſtion, Ar preſeny, you are to thew, 
if you tan, that you haye ayy Means, uplel/you take Que 
ro ground ayy Article fblidly on the Word of God. You 
2re to ſhew your interpretation of it is Ab/olyrely Certain, 
and that Ged's Word wears 3s you teach it; does. -Oxher- 
wiſe; your Gontident Talking will: 80s; hinder-us, from - 
feding that +youl wretchedly delyde', yan Folloyers; 


while youre your ſelves truly Znceriain; whether any 


thing you teach them be 7rae, ant} Conſcious chat Fou 


ATE. 1h: 


1323. And yet, tho! you have ſerved ys thus, yaucdhave 
a &tch: to Jdy-the'blame upon mes: for being bardet..,ep 
you than the Laws of Diſputationare: { wif have +bepylte 
lays; Stove two things more : Firſtthat they axe abjolw ly 
certain of Ai Thrs,' By the weysl take'for granted, patby 
All This, you mean All whuch De. $8.4rm 6; 5vln6h was 
Alt of which 1 defir'd Proof, And: Sdeandlyy:Nor ovly 
this, bat of all: that 'rnore mhiich ur! Savwons taught Hf 
-Apaſt/es: Of rhis Charge town the tixft-halt 1dig det 


" 'mand proofof Ab/o/eteCertoimy,end that fos 44 Fhisy 


and fall perſtifteo demand is, to yauthew; me\tle Dif 
puratioi-ILow- which, alaws:n:Dpiat:r9:14y 
what he-plaiſes;2nd ohye whether. he wh groveitfarne 
when he has dofie. - Dr: 9/illingftect did nition; that Tor 

are 44bjolately Certain j and, abtoluely; Certain that yes = 


9 
230” bole Ati the faine Daftrin that was Ti avaht:hy Ghrel & Dr.S:s-ſecond - 
his apoſtles. Andaf 44 thii, allthe Laws:of Nipuration <P 14 


tharl ovecetactbotiearBol, rontiborady ro:dewnnadl proj: 
93%; 2 n; 
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| (16) Ss: 
And you ſhall-permit me-to believe there was ſomething 


inthe Wind, beſides thoſe Laws, which makes' you: de- 
Cline to give it. Thad been Logician good enough, if 
you had known how to have provd, - Yes, but I make 
Abſolutely-Certain and Infallible all one. I make them 
all one ! Why, all Mankind made them {o:.before I 'was 
born. -Takeall-the Men who pretend to Abſotute/Cer- 
tainty;-and all the' ways by which they pretend ; Au- 
thority, Demonſtration, Senſe, Experience, or what you 
will ; and ſee whether all Mankind agree not, that when 
there is room fir Deceit, there is'no Abſolute Certainty:; 
andct a'man-pretend to be Abſdlutely Certam as much 
as hewill, if he bz,-or-may be dzcetv d; he will be but 
laught at for his pains, and/not-rhought Abſolutely Cer- 
tain by any man 1n the World, no not by your Reflefting 
ſelf. And yet you would perſwadeus I break the Laws 
of Difputation by- underſtanding that . Word: as .every 
'body vlſe does: Certainly, you would make a pleafant 
Law-maker for Piſputation : For whenyou have forbid 
us to underſtand words as others do, we could d:ſputeno || 
longer, nor ſomuch as converſe; for there would be: no 
knowing one anothers ws, TIDE DOT VU. 

; hs er. Ttake that word-:/1, how muſt 1 do to: take 
it we#> Not to miſtake a ſecond time, I would be gladto 
know how your ſe/f take it, who to be ſure take it right. 
But this you keep to your ſelf; and you have reaſong- if 
by 43/olutely Certain'you mean' not ey Certain, 
whichT ſulpe&sthetrue caſe; and multbe, unleſs: you 
would have it mean #othing.. Otherwiſe, why might not 
we know what you will let it-mean, if you will not let 
it mean what-Tand every body elſe think it does. Since 
you leave me to:my-ſelf, I ſball, at the hazard of incurring 
2gpain the Penalties of your Laws of Diſputatior, venture 
ro think that He, who will not ſuffer thoſe who are. _— 
5 lutely 


u 


<TORenFA 


(17) 
lutely Certain to'be /vfa/lible, will have them -Fa/lible'; 
that is, Deceivable in that whereof they. are Abſolyrly 
Certain ; and for ought they can tell, adtually deteiy? 

And then he will have Proteſtants belieye.that their Reli- 
gion is the ſame thats taught by Chriſt, /axd frm, and. 
draw over to it-as many as they can, and 'vex and. perſe- 
cute their Neighbours whom they cenno?.;: prefer it be- 


. fore the Unity of the Church, and keep up-difterences in 


Religion with as much jealous Concern, as if the Wall 
of Diviſion in the Church were the only ſafe Fence of the 
Nation ; ina ward, ſtake.theig.Souls and Eternity, upon 
it ;- When, all the while, he cannot Abſolutely-tell whe- 
ther it be 7rze or No; nay,. knows he cannot, - Let hin 
honeſtly tell Proteſtants fo ; and.if they will venture Per- 
ſecution, and Schiſm, and Salvation on thoſe terms, the 
Faulr is their own, and he-has waſh/d his-Hands; Other- 
wiſe, he deludes them: ſhamefully. - . If they waver; and 
ſtand: upon Secutity,they are zol4, . they are, Alſolutg/y 
Certain, and this confirms them; forit is as good Security 
as Heart can wiſh: But, when it comes to be ſifted,; it 
x 4-907 they maybe deceiv'd forall their.Security ; and 
t 


haps is arrantly Falſe. In lhort, they, have a bare Sound 
to rely upon tor their Souls. .. Call their. Security 44/0- 
Iutely Certain, and "tis good Proteſtant Dofrin ; but call 
it Zefallible, (which is the fame) and "ris rank Popery, and | 
your Proteſtants. will-none of. it. And: ſo, they may 


af they will, and wwſt it. they will continue to be of your 


principles, be content with Sounds. ; But, if they- will 


ſtand upon Security from-Deceit, they mult look: for it 


whereit is tobe had : With all they can get here, it re- 


' mains They may-be:Decetv'Þ. | | 


o 


+ I5«, The ſecond-half of your Charge. is.purely .your 
own Invention, and as pleaſant -an Invention as ever. r0- 
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ving Fancy flu . Abfolure Cox 


"Faith-was- tarn'd -by Dr.-Sr. to Abſalate Certvinty of 

Dcripture. - Since tliet, Proteſtants believe were. than 
that Scriprive-is Scripture, T aid, they were to prove 
their Ablokwe Certainty of the more which they believ'd, 
beſides.” You have taken fuch extraordinary -pains. to. 
miſtake me; as phinly asI expreſt my ſelf that: you fan- 


Oy Emontd have thew- ſay they are-thus certain' of thoſe 
Points which they dexy to be in Scrip and think 


them to- be added by the Council of Trew, and which, 
therefore, they believe no#. And thefe/Points you un- 


' derſtatid tobe the more of whichTdemanded Proof; and 


ww Wt oe power in Refle#;onto defire Proof of what 
they do believe, is to defire Proofof whut they do wor be- 
lieve:: Abſolwe Certainty of what is their Faith, is Ab- 
foluee Ceretinty of what 25--»#t their Faith; and their 
wh Fairhi is their: more- Faith, 'Ridicutous Folly 1'To 
prevead we expetted Proteſtants ſhould prove ro as fix 
Points as they deny'd, and our ſolves'he/d; whence they 
could need no Proof rv as ; and if they. needed . any. to 
hers, it Was certdinby-onr- proper Dury, not. hears; (po 
woe thor, * Samy, what Ahoy" art dravd pat 10:18, 
Hvewavt the edivfdetition: of Shathg, bur'tis a fad - 
rhivg "itterfy to-renofece Cunmon' Sence too. Yet, 
whativic yor wAl'nor de? What abfurd prerences mor « 
hy hoMof;;rather thif be brought 20' this odious and 
datipetors Qik call'd! Poomyy'2! You rgfeioolt your 
mangoes 2H theZY; Sor 3prnte; hee ood omen ho 
porin@3#, wth the Prieieive'Charch; and, Primwzive 
Credds, »nd'tHe Conntil of 7Pems; and this you. call Re- 
16. Yet youſet a good ce odtart- paring, and; tell 
Us, Toxi ieeline nd-Proof HR73 IHcuthBund an you | As If it 
were not-ifreutabent on you-to prove .what- you fay. 
"4 You 


( 19)" 


You add, That we ſte by this tince as if-there were any” 


thing to-beſeex inal your Refelirons, but that they 'de-: 
cline all Proof, and that with the moſt' ankiward ſhifts 
in the World; as, Becauſe the Conncil of 7rert had 


- raadea Deckeation concerning Grace, p. 3. - Becanfe a+ 


Mimfter isa& good'# manias'e Prieft, p. 4. Becaulb the- 


_ Infallibitity and Autherity'of theChiirch, of Rome raitthe - 
run-z eiſque;! p:5i Becauſe Catholicks and Proteftants-- 


Hit it not abort Judgment of Diſerttion, 741d; Beckuſe 


Der. 7:#0tſon an Excellent man, þ. 6. Beexufe we wit q 
nor-d#penſe - with the word [:4/olwte}, which was - 


Dt: 4; but will-needs rake ir 3h fits natural Feriſe, and: 
not admit of your u6-ſ#»/t oft, 7B. Theſk art many 
other faeh-weighty Qions have 'been ou chief £14 
tertmment ; and yet "Gur /crupwlous Bledefty bids the' 


Word, on- othing/ bi throWing out' Beicd wha wy 


Frere your: nes 
iideedkof Pvof avTalt'; andvhac which you! @y-of , 


That you prove- where y60" prove; "> Morebver {you | 


eres qt aig on CL ain antes: 


=o bins tr: T\never Jellt'd you co 


Date WAL "this Auf you fhecit'onr;” rhif 76H iprave 
Scripture #6 $6 the Word of God ; which, ifone ſhould pur - 
t0-ityou' earnor:; and: every Article of Jour Faith 


#yithe br (eomtenwords,” which evi 


may ardgoes oef ſe) avhen THhave been all this whilefolliei- 
ring With ati cleveſtien Fea; tolkiiow whith:way . 
ou-can. prove any Article with-Abſohite.Certainty by - 
berprr ant) you will-not-t Ml tme; andTam ure, can- - 


hiyou Have the Coifidencetoſhy you ds! # 


yererer very V8ay thay Potbeiye! ove void carat. For | 
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your very. next-Wordeare, 7hus we prove we have ſufi-" 
cient Certainty of our whole Faiths which is to fay,; You 
decline Dr. S?'s Abſolute Certainty, nor know-of any wa 
to prove more than ſufioient Certainty. And this ſufhi- 
cient Certainty of yours may. be »o-Certarnty: For there 
g0es no more to make a, thing. /uficient, than to make a 
man content with it. A Yard of Clath will make a ſuffi-: 


ty, geporiding to ſeveral- mens. Exigencies, -and make 
WW 


J 
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and: his Apoſtles taught.]J This you grant to be 2 Certain 


Truth: and ſo there is one ſtep of our Journey made. I 
think you grant the ſecond too, not that you poſitively 


| fay 7or No, for that is too preciſe & dulla Method for a 
Man of your parts: But as Plain Truth ſeems always ri- 


diculousto you ; you- laugh at it for a fooliſh Inference; 
becauſe 'tis ſo viſibly in the Antecedent. You are not 
awarel perceive, that your Raillery is Complement. To 
be contain'd in the Antecedent, which you make the 
Fault, is the Praiſe of an Inference ; without which ir 
would indeed be good- for nothing, or rather not be at 
all... For which way can an Inference be draws from an 
Antecedent, in which ## was ot to be drawn Would 
you have us draw Wine .out of an empty Cask, or Beer 
out of a Jarr of Oyl. Again, the more we know the 


. thing 7s where we woulddraw it, the ſurer our Draught: 
But you ſeem to be fo little acquainted with Antecedents 


&-Inferences,that 'tis no wonder ; by making them your 
ſport, you make your felf the ſport of thoſe who 4o un- 
derſtand them. In the mean time your laughing is own- 
ing that the Inference zs contain'd inthe Antecedent, and 
therefore Certain, as yow before: own'd the Antecedent 
was.">Andfſo we-are another ſtep onwards; and might 
ſo forwards without ſtopping longer, - if-you could have 
letmy Propofition alone. But, you muſt needs be word- 
ing.on't. your own way, to ſhew that either you did not 
underſtand it, or that you'had a mind toinformus how 


neatly and dexterouſly you' could change and pervert 


words, as well as An/wer. My Words were: Therefore 


this way muſt be: ſuch that they who take it, (hall arrive by 

it:at the End it was intended for ; that is, know ſarely what 

Chriſt aud his Apoſtles taught. Your Words which you 

pretend equivalent to mine,aretheſe : *[ If God has left its 

a Way to know, then by that Way:we may now. Pray Sir, 
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do Tou take'my ſence, or fay what 1do? Is ſhall vow and 
may kom all one? I fay that they who take the Way left 
by God ſhall, that is, cannot chuſe but know; as he can- 
not chuſe but draw a ſtraight Line, who draws it by a 
' ftraight Rule ; and he cannot chuſe but come to Londou 
who goeson the Right Way thither : If either could mits, 
provided they draw by the Rule, and travel on in the 
Road ; the Rule.of the One is not ſtraight, -nor the Way 
of the other Right. And, fo, I make account that the 
Fay to know the Faith of Chriſt, is not a Right Way, if 
thoſe who take it can fail to know their Faith; and there- 
fore not the Way left by Ged. You barely ſay, we may 
tow with which it conſiſts we MAY not tow ; © and, 1o, 
you make us a Way in which they who travel may be: 
always oxt of the Way ; which is well enough for a Wa 
of your making ; but it is.certainly no Way of God's . 
-making ; for itis plainly »o Way. But leaving this little 
tryal of yourskill.; that which you ſay to my Propoſiti- 
on (unfalſifyed) if you fay-any things, that *ris,indeed. 
a little too vifibly, but yet true, and ſo we may-goon: 

| 18. You Preface to the Third Propoſition with ask» 
ing, who [diſpute againſt ? and why. if I would be thought 
to diſpute: againſt you, 1 do not uſe ſuch and ſuch Terms 2. 
Two very pleaſant Queſtions! Your own and my Title 
Page tell as many as ſee them that I am diſputing againſt 
D. of Paul's; and yet you ſtand enquiring after the ſe- 
cret again, .toask why I do nat uſe Terms to your mind, 
isto ask why the Defendant does not: go to the Plaintiff 
ta-draw his Anſwer, Youſhall excuſe me from-being be-= 
holding to-you, if you. pleaſe; till you have a better- 
knackat making Arguments, for your ſelf, you ſhallmake- 
aone for :zwe, by my. conſent. But, where lyes the Quar- 
xel? Y ou do not fure expeQ Iſhould-write to your liking ;. 
and if you thunk I ſpeak not againſt you, and your party, 


You. 


(23) | 


_ " you need not trouble your ſelf with whatT ſay. What 


does not touch you, cannot hart you; ſo you may ſay 
concedo totum, and reſt ſecure by being unconcern'd. Yet 
you ſpeak at laſt, and not till then, to purpoſe; when you 


bear the Reader in hand 7 pack the Cards, and. you will Þ: 13: 


play fair ;tis that mult carry the Caule,or nothing. To get 


the Readers Aﬀection on his fide much importshim, who 
has nothing but ſuch little Rhetorical tricks to truſt to. 
I9. But, as if I had not the gift of Propheſy to fore- 
ſee with what a kind of Man 1 ſhould have todo, I hap- 
pend to propoſe firſt what I intended to prove, before I 
went about to prove it, which I thought was the cleareſt 
way- - Youat a venture take what comes firft, and tho? 
you ſaw it was my Concluſion which I inferr'd from the 
tollowing Propoſition, will needs ſpeak to zz before you 


ſpeak to the Premiſes. This has ſo blunder'd all things, 


that the. Reader Will not eaſily perceive what we are do- 
ing-- I ſhall thefore, (as you ſhould have'done )) mind 
only the Proof here, and reſerve the /vference till we 
come to the place where I made it. I put then to be 
prov'd that [' Scripture's Letter — by private 
Fudgements is not that Way] viz. the Way left by God ; and 
tor my proof that [ we experience Presbyterians ard 


Socinians, for example, both take that Way | of private In- 


terpretation ] viz. ad yet differ in ſuch high Fundamentals 
as the Trinity and Godhead of Chit. ] 
..-20. You, before you anſwer, would have it thought 
you might r:dicule me in my own Language. Never ſpare 
me, good Sir, nor balk your mirth for me 'if I givea juſt 
Occaſion: But where lies the Jeſt? Why, Iquarrell'd with 
Dr. St. for bringing an inſtance, and now bring onemy 
lf: If this beall, Iihall be tempred to be merry in my 
turm 1 told Dt; St, he might undoubtedly have product 
bis Inftanee-if he\bad been-arguing, but minded him = 
| D 2 us 
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his turn was then to A»fſwer, and that his Juſtavce was not 
aniA»ſwer, buta new Argument; And yet this is not plain 
enough for you to ſee that I faulted not the Zyſtarce,” but 
the unſeaſonable Argument, asI ſhould any other in ſuch 
circumſtances ; and you would have it ridicalous in' me 
who am arguing; to do what I only excepted againft, bes 
cauſe he'was not arguing ; and freely acknowledg'd- he 
might do, if he had beento argue. Sure you were ina 
pleafant humour, when you thought of turning me into 
ridicale, becauſe your ſelf underſtood not where the 


| ſtreſs lay; tho\ it were never ſo-plainly told you. ' But to 


tet thispaſs,-as you ſay, with: your 'cauſeleſly gleeking 
Reflections upon Scripture and 'Traditton, what ſay you 
. 21, Why, the force of my Argument (fay you) is this: 
If any men can be found who wreſt or mifiuterpret Scripture, 
then can it not be the Way to know what Thriſt and his-4- 
poſeles taught: ; One thing after another, if it'pleaſe you: 
Talk of the force of my Argament as much as. you will; 
but, e're you leave the Propoſition before you, of the 
Presbyterians and Socinians, 'tis but fair to grant or deny 
it. - I muſt intreat you too to.leave zran/lating my Argu- 
ments... They are New yet, and need »o mending ;/ when 
they do, I will be' better fatisfied-of your Skill 'inr the 
Trade, before I become your Cuſtomer. ' By your next 
words, rallying againſt the Valid7ty of the Conſequence, F 
gueſs you grant the Antecedent ; and fo, that.'care bein 
over, we have nothing :but:the Conſequence! to. mile 
The Diſpute would fall in more properly under the'next 
Propofition which infers the Conſequent ; but now Tam 
here, I will hear what youſay, before paſs farther. You 
ſay then, That indeed this Argument proves nothing, but 
that I have no good opinion. of the Scripture Will thisve- 
nomous Cant never'be left 2 E-think the Scripture too 
0 good 


»” BD '8W" TT. bw TY” 
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good 'and:toorfacred- to. be abus'd by wroug Interpreta- 


* tjons, and labour to-preſerve it from them : You labour 


to keepit expos'dto that Abuſe ; Pray, which ofus two 
have a better Opinion and moreReverence for the Scrip- 
ture > You proceed : Muſt a Rule be no. good Rule, becauſe 


| Jome whauſe it miſunderſtand it and abuſe it > What,may 


you mean by:this?:T take-my Ruler, and draw a Line 
by it ; Does the Straightneſs.or Crookednelſs of this Line 
depend upon my ©nder/tanding ? What. it then you 


call Mſunderſtauding a Rule 2 It you make the Letter of 


Scripture the Rule, and {o-private-Interpreting the Z/iug 
it, or-drawing the Line, and-the Sex/e the Line drawn ; 
unriddle tous, if you can,;how, the Sexſedrawn-from the 
Letter ean any more fail to be'7rue,than the Zyve drawn 
by the Rule to be ftraight ; and which way that Senſe 
can be mifunderſtood:;, and: how the Rule can be a_ good 
Rule if it be;us'd, and the Senſe to which .it is a Rule 4e 
miſunderſtood 2- Or, do you mean perhaps that tis with 


_ the Scripture as with.a' Grammar-Rule ; where he- who 


underſtands not what 'tis-for a Nominative Caſe and. a 


is not a Rule till it be underftood ; for he who underſtands 
act what tis for "Cafſesand, Verbs to agree, has »a Rule to 


S wm ow &tc;-z 


Bi a ty 


and. the miſunderſtood Rule be.a Rule, which 1 


Idide 


& 


C £6. } - 
Rule by being underſtood. Tn ſhort, tuendt which way 
you wHl, you will (to borrow an Expreſſion) be much be- 
holden to the Reader to make Senſe of what you ſay. 


\ 22, You queſtion on ; Muſt a Way be a wrong Way, 


becauſe ſome that take it will not ray it 2 Riddle my Rid- 
dle again. Pray, who are or-can be thoſe ſome who zake 
itand will not keep it ? As long as they tate it, they keep 
it,I think; and they keep it not againit their Wills ſure. 
He who has no Will to keep it, may when he pleaſes yo 
out of it, but then he does no longer take it, and is none of 
the /ome of whom the Queſtion ſperks, (for they aZ take 

it) and ſo we have' nothing todo with him, When al 
1s done, the 77 here is to no more purpoſe thah the ©u- 
derflanding before : For he who takes the Way, ſhall 
certainly arrive at his Journeys end, let him W:# what 
he pleaſes, and the Way muſt needs be a'wrong way if he 
do not. *Tis great pity you are not-in the right ; You 

would fave more men than the Benefit of their Clergy : 


For the Thief ina Cart, upon theWay ro Tyburs, would 


never come there if willing not to keep that Way would 
keep him from it. But by affirming that ſome ake the 
Way who yet will nu it, you -2ffirm that ſome do 
and zo ot Take it.  And'ſo Pr. $2: is well holp up with 
a Refleter, who imagins we- are + talking of: one, 
who only takes the Way at firſt, and afterwards /eaves 
it ; whereas *tis plain, the Argument proceeds of ſuch as 
make the Way their Chgice, and perſift to follow no 


_ other to their lifes End. : * 


* 23. Laſtly, Yoi tel{ us, that' 774 zt be provid God has 
left ſuch a Way'or Rule, as 0 man can poffibly err out of it, 
miſtake it, or abuſe it, &c. For you mult permit me to 
ffop by the way, T am roo ſhort breath'd t6 run over the 
tong period at a loofe, Bt, let you alone to make all 
{ure : You are ſafe enough ifall muſtgo on your m 

. ti 
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till ſome body. prove to you that no man cas err out of 
the Way left by God, miſtake or abuſe it ; that is, till 
ſome body prove that Ways are Priſaxs outof which there 
1s no eſcaping, ; or that the man cannot poſlibly fall into 
Errour who is out of the Way to Truth, As many as 
leave the Catholick Church,leave the Way left by God ;. 
and you, like a right pleaſant man, would haveit prov'd,. 


that the thing cannot poſlibly.be done which we lee is. 


done by millions ; and would have us, who ſay, they all 
doerr and miſtake, prove they cannot, All this while I 
a little ſuſpect you mean otherwiſe than you.ſay ; and that 
by your words, Errour, and Miſtake, and Abuſe of the: 
Way, you underſtand miſſingthe End of the Way, Truth. 
But let us ſee what you- will make of it : What would 
you have prov'd next 2 Why That it is not enough that 
God has left us ſuch a Way or Rule, as men may underſtand 
and obſerve if they be not wanting to themſelves. What do. 
you call being wanting to themſelves 2 I underſtand how 
a man that w:Z not travel, or leaves.a right and takes a 
wrong way, is wanting to himſelf : but he who puts him- 
ſelf upon the Way, continues on in it, and changes not 
his Road, is not wanting to himſelf in any thing I can 
imagin, which belongs to the Way: And the way of this. 
TravellerI maintain againſt you, has not enough to be a. 
Way, if it barely may, and yet may not, bring hum to his 
Journeys End. What will this come to at laſt? Why, 
till theſe things be. prov'd, /* will not follow, that the: 
Seripture's Letter, in the ſenſe you have own'd'it, is not the: 
Way, tho' not only. Presbyterians aud Socinians, but the: 
eater number of Mankind ſhould own it, and yet differ a: 
Tout Fundamental Points contain d in it, What you call. 
the Sexſe which you. own of the Letter of Scripture, will: 
come by and by. But will not that. fo//ow which you. 
| fay here w// ot 2 Will it not follow, that the "EY 
; | which, 
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(42) 
which a man*that-goes in it comes to Erroar, is not _the* 
Way-to Truth > Wall it not follow; that- he who at his 
Journeys End finds himſelfat 7ork, did not gothe Way to 


London ? Pray, what's the Way to a Place ? Is it not that 


Paſhge that he who has paſt it, finds himſelf at that: 
Place-2 And ſo the Way to know the DoQArin of Chriſt 
and his[ Apoſtles, is it not the Means which he who -has' 
us'd knows that DoQtrin-?.-Why then, fince Presbyrerians 
and Socinians both interpret by their private Judgments, 
and one fide knows ot the Dodtrin of Chriſt, it follows as 
unavoidably,that the Way of private Interpretation is no 
fure way roknow it,as that he who has gone through the 
Strand, and finds himſelf at Charing Croſs, has not gone 
the way to Moorfields, That is, as certainly as that a Way 
is aWay or Meansto bring a man to ſucha Place. 
' 24. What do youtalk then of errizg for, and miſtaking 
and abuſing the Way 2 Or what do you mean ? "Tis true, 
thoſe erring men do miſtake the #rue Way, and for that 
reaſon err. . But they miſtake not the Way which you 
fay is the zr#e Way. They do interpret by their pri- 
vate Judgment, and fo take, not miſtake it ; uſe, not abuſe 
it. Sure you mean that they- miſtake the Dodtrin of - 
Chriſt ; and, ſo, by miſtaking the Way, you very wiſely 
underſtand miſtaking the Exd, And then; whata man 
are you tocontend their way t5-a Way, anda ſure Wa 
roo, to bring them to the Knowledge of Chriſt's Docrin, 
when they purſue it and are not brought to'that -Know- 
ledge? And whatEyeshave'you who perceive tjot that 
therefore it cannot be a ſare way ? Again; to 'what-pur- 
poſe do you tell us that men may underſtand and obſerve 
(as if Obſerving concern'd our Queſtion of Xzowing ) if 
they be not wanting to: themſelves? when they who take 
a right Way, not only may, but muft, and cannot poſſibly 
tail of coming whither-it leads, any more'than the man. 
| | | who 


BEE. | 
who.goes down. the Strand; of coming to'Charing-Croſs; 
' and;when:mett havei da more do witha Way, but to 
traveliV651 ahd!focannot be wanting to themſelves, -in 


that reſpe& if they' do; Of.the fame batch is your mi/- 


underſtanding and nat keeping the Way. As if they who 
interpret -by 'their- private :Judgments did ot keep the 
wayof. interpreting-by:private;' Judgments. And tho”: 
their, Underſtandings be none of the beſt>when they: take 


that for 'the ſare Way to-underſtand by,' yet that very % 


miſunderſtanding is their underſtanding it to be the Way; 
and:ſo: they,: even in your : opinion ,. miſunderſtand 
not. the Way, however they: miſunderttand 4y #2. - In fine; 
youamueus witha conipany of FYords, which tave.a 
Sound; but either-noſenſe ar all;or'nane:topurpoſe;: And, 
- ir remains;that, becauſe a Fay: muſt bring every one that 
takes it to the End of that:Wayi; 'and private Interpreta- 
tion, does not. bring, Seciajans, to the : ſure: Know/edge of 
Chrifts Dorine, which is the End; that, therefoxe Pri= 
vate-Interpxetation; of:Seripture 7s wot W,way: to know 
that, Dodtrine farely. SY EEO SSAAGY 74 2 HY To Wn Ti 

--25. And yet youcan bear us in hand that this follows 


. 


#0;yore than; it folows that becanſe we. /ce mer mifenter- 


fret: and brouk god Laws daily, therefore theſe Laws are 
 Unintellighties: 0h cannot be kept; axd muſt be thought in- 


 ſufficitnt te: fhew' them. what the Law giver expedts from - 


them.” Whist breaking and keeping the Laws is brought in 
far, you beſt-know that bring them. in. Our. Diſcourſe 
is-ony::about;' 4nowing cthe Doin of: Faith, ard not. 
at-all about Agupgrup/toit;oand-1ſo;has-nothing to 
do.with thoſe who know, but wiltwot keep theT.aws; as is 
the,caſe of melt-Maletattors.:\ Bit: you. end your Dil 
- counſe.well I'muſt needs1ay,.and;very ſurably to all the 
reſt, with an Inſtance. direQly:2gainſt your ſelf. You 
{es [that Laws: left to:Privere interpretation are, by all 
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{5s ) 
Mankind” judg)t hefuficient) and: pab/iok- Javenpietcs 
vherefore ſet'up every whereg rand; from the Parity: wirts 
themwhich are:Inſufſiciear, -you-concluds theLerter-of 
Scripture is not Jaſufficient. '' Any: body but your ſelf 

would have made another Uſs of this Inſtance.: As God 
can write much plainer than-Men,'; when he thinks fie, 
and: has more caxe-of their Satyatiog than they: of their 
Femporal Coneerns ;anotheraman would have concluds 
» ed thar God did not intendtheirSakzation thould depaid 
enthe-privately-iaterpretable Letter ofthe Divine'T.aw; 
which He! left: leſs plaip:than Men made the letter of 
Humane Laws. But you, i: feems; hat @mindtofhaks 
your Diſcourſe attof\a\piece: Phe bel is;- *tisnow:iend 
ed; & weurefreetoipaisonto the fourth Propoſitions T's 
- which, becauſe the fouce: of-Excopeions againſt awTnfs- 
reace befote- be jinferr d/appears not ſo-well; reſerve 
wins you-By: vgainſt is 1 whils Epos it only '20/ho 
071261 AE rg 907 2. 01H Ari gt ind 
1/4:6, Iis'this,\7 hevefotaiferipthres Rerrer: intorpreta We 
private Judgments i5 not the way lefs byGod'to: know ſiirs- 
ly what Chrilt- dd bis Apoſtles taughr,” or farcly'to arrive 
at right Faith. — :mattlook to: my: noo 
ou pour-out here Four" diſtingaliſhing ''Balene up>14, 
me. If-ſay you; x & 4\Levter, ho needes"wnſenfed 
Charatters, then $co Striptuzes-Letrer: cent b-the - 
Releior Hay. There is one; branch of your DiſtinQion\ 
and/ſo the other, unkefs.you: will-talk- non-ſenſe, - muſt: 
_ needs. be, .Soripture's: Eertha, meaping:fer/euCharaters,' 
can Zeior is the-Rule Kon: words:ars,\Feb\ ifheran think 
#: reaſonable 20 ailom axwmuch toithe:Setipture as-he expets 
we. ſhould allow: to this:Juatter of: bis, that: i contains. god" 
fence expreſt inwords fignificant aud intelligible; - we-Yony. 
bis Aſſumption that Scriptart's' Letter 45 not this way. As: 
you. have this Art," among the reſftz to- talkaainte)li-: 
PEL27t #1 4 | gibly. 


tak ſeripoae 
feel Chacalters; for wal uly T.cannottell my felf. = Fo the 


you 'have mended the'\matter. | A:Oha TJ} 


Soriptute-Charadters Jeafed, :hgbify \Paith;it ſelf art con+ 
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yiblysy when' you havEa mitidto's, 11 


I: with) ſome: Body would rell ms for y 
's Leeterynthis period for \pinchrgm 


ters You pur {rs Ae and © fgdifioinr ] one would 
gueſsYOu nhedn ww ee rk 3\for{6h:rbdogibteJim- 
ports:Whiat way errors but r5-xot.yer 5 and [fignifi- 
cax!] what dney be. perteivedby:the. Gn wes it be 
or _ RR yay porhoner A _ hand of 'itwith 

our fair who the word { Letter] in- 
- ro: Characterg/unfenied and? Characters wnſonſeel; and. 
grine& 16.beaRuke in ow of the 2100: ſawce tnranings, and 
deny iti theorbir:;, Hut you: fhall-talk fen(e for me; /auil 
mean Qharacters /eajex'; and then lets:{&e\ how much. 


fies@ Character with the ſeafe zoined to'it : 
the Characters of Setzfture.1s the; kenſe-of God): = 
ſenſe of-Gerl: is that which whar6 tobelieve.  And;'16, 


_— _ ney ym tag Faith ge t6 
ich are ng. for: A to.carry-us.; To tell tis 
Dana pars Letters taken for-ſcuſed £ ens ts 
hispayyiis rotel{usthat the.med is the wayreoin ſelf; \thar 
roms MOAT «ata & ro have itfirſkt jrafbat; when we 
Khow it, we know it; that; Whett we are at our Jourrisfs 
#ml; wearewthe dired> Read to i, and ſuch fine things, 
whict:wauld tempt a'man.ndt ety fond: of difpitting; - 


Gal your: lifez te: proves Non- 
Ba {yori char yeon-have ot fery'daPrenti- 
tho :2! But the beſt Shottha- 

a good ſhoe ef Bad ],cather. 
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the Way is which-God' has: left, 


(427) 


uilolgegare it yourDiſtinRiorlsngairy! andcblt | 


-us ghar; 7fiiby theſe words;: interpiretablebyipriva 
.ments-,\".weantHhe: Seriptuter any \ dy © interpreteble; 
as. any. private; max ,maypefubly mreſi:the. words.'28\ make- 
them. comply with: his own: feutinents,". or through Igno« 
-rante,' \ and Laxine/y',>and:.Negle' of feb! Helps and 
Means \asrare:yfrto. Sd” Eedy-inifontlanttandinies; + 
-myft haveaivery:bad-Confcience, Ec; Ad ifithe Queſtion 
wereabout my Confcience. But you would ſay, I fups 
poſe that Scriprure; forneant; | is not the: Way, and I fay 
is not\coe--Pray; what Confcience is: yours,. if mine 
tbebad when fay:as.you, doe But zf my: meanmy beythat: 
Scripture 4s-i* may br! pg a '\Prevate Man of 
onmpetent Judgment, 'uſing ſuch Helps as are:proper; 5s wot 
the:;  agais deny .my: Aſſumption. Becauſe it 
r the Diſcourſe unintelligibly confus'd ores 
tfo-many lines atevety turn; Fthall,,with yout'good 
| maar fay 1n-ſhort; Grod- and: Bad Judgments;*under? 
ſanding! by the 'Badaththe; qualifications of rhe: Firſt 
Branch, and all:of yout ſecohd: by the:Good; Ltake' you 
then to. ſay.-that Scriprure's. Letter, as interprMble by 
Bad: Judgments is \nev the Way; :but,as Interpretable by 
Gaed Judgments is the:Way.-By:thisaccount three parts 
in/ four of Mankindiat a:mbodeſt 'computation; :havere 
#Y ay. : For ſo:many. Bad .Judgments:thereareat-leaſt. 
But, : the-main-Point is, - While: we are-enqutring which 
.pray whathave-we'to-do 
with: the Judgments. of mem?! Canftlicy:imake or:neniake 
12. Qr- does 1t:dependonthen\to bearnot:be the: Way 
he lefr;: as they hdppentabeditierents: Irisa YVayonly- 
be 


ſoilonig as good Fudgments travelinar; and ceaſes:tobe- 


2 YFVay a{loonas Bad Judgments comeupon it- A: Way; . 
Ithink, is a:/ZFay.whether it: be:beatewby the Lufty: ar 
the/Lams, ;the Pur«bligd or the Welb-fighted. And; fo os 
wy + the- 


Bo” (33) 
rhe LetterCof Scripture, interpretable by: Private Judge 
{meitts; &e the//Way: which (God has:lefru$5 tis mot; - 
Goodnets or-Badnefs of Private Judgments' which 'can 
-make'it #ot-the: Way. Wherefore, tho' you:have.chopt 
upon a Diftindtion for which we are: beholden to: you, 
for we might chanceele not to have: minded there are 
Good:md:rBad: Judgments in; the-World:;; Yet! your 
Diſtintionunluckilyhas/no relation'at all-to the :que- 
Rion. | Nevertheleſs, it ſerves for Talk and Show; and bids 
fair to. draw us from thinking what *tis: we are-about, 
to wrangling:about how much Brains gp to: aiCompetent 
Judgment, how:much Pais to: Diligence, and! ſanteevy 
uſeful- Diſputes ; which, if you had any; was in: likeli- 
hood your Deſign.” : For fure you: cannot but' ſee your 
ſelf; that your Diſtin&tion ts no more-to'our purpole than 
News from Zxgary or the Morea. (1: 
«. 28. Againz your Firſt Branch ſaysthatBed Judgments 
mayaniſunderſtand/the Letter of Scripture;;and that: it 
is-not the Way to ſuch: which T-thinks is''to 'fay, that 
itis not the Way for that reafon.; for-you do not, and 
J-fuppoſe, will not ſay that they may not underſtand it 
right,/if luck-erve,: let them be never{o'Bad;; but;; be- 
_ cauſe they may miſunderſtand it, therefore it:1s nat; the 
Way.::/Why thenithe. very reaſon you give why. it' is 
not the Way in;your Firſt 'branch, bars you: from 'ma- 
king it a'Way in your Second. . For 'all you ſay-of your 
competent and; aſifted Judgment , is, that they may. un- 
d d:#: night: z- which is: not: denyingy if it: þ& nor 
owning, they may. likewiſe underſtand it wrong. » Aid 
then, you\may.unriddle: to us when you ican, how the 
Bad Judgment; which »zay miſunderfiand it, makes it ' »o 
Way, and the Good makes it a Way, which may miſunder- 
ſtand:it-#00.'' You are {trangely partial-to/:Good: Judg- 
wentsi\to:make+ the 'Poſlibility to miſunderſtand Scrip- 
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 qire's Letter exchude the Badkandndmirthe Goody! arid | 


whe Podibility to underfland it right, include the-Good 
and ſhut outthe Bad, Thus men Save; 'orbave word Way 
as they find favour-with you , and-'as:you-like-ther 
Judgments. As far 'as I fee, your Favour is: alt m-all. 
For, fince you- make the Letter of Scripture. 'a Way tb 
Good, but not to Bad Judgments,:th&eis*na knowing 
when it 5 and when it 3 #or the (Way; tulb-we know 
. which muſt paſs for Good, ' arid: which for Bad Judg- 
. ments : and fo nothing;can comeofiit till wohave a Teft 
\to-try\them-: :Now, F'atnumoch afraid; that : yowr ':0w: 
Judgment s;like Bayes hisPhay, youremly Teſt y1end thit 
you makeaccount allgoes rightaslong zs People think 
as you'do. - Marry; ifithey chance to. deviate from you, 
'they Joe their Judgments; or :their Diligence, or /their 
Proper _ or ſomerhang, atd-ftop.ypitheir way with 
theimpwn Fablts;| > matey, ut Nees Scales 
again toweigh outtheBrainswhichigo!toa! Ch 


| Fuldgment, the Pains which go to!Dwigence;, andthereft. 


Otherwiſe, we have loft Scripture ;-and; for our Come 
Fart, ger your Word in{teadiofzt. - For, if Scriptureanter- 
pretable by'@« Competence Juilgment>be aun Way,:: ar 

; | eit Judgment (which ne dotibt you 
—_ yoig birt Principle) tis aplain Caſethat Jo 
Jugement is onr Wiy'; whittvin trurh is:the-Sum-f all. 
So long'/as we will: believer as you' wonld -have ns;;'we 
thalkhavethe moſt magaificent:'wordsin the:workd;;for 
our Souls. WeifhalbalthaveCompetertfungments: 
Nature, and Proper. Helps from. Gruen. "We thalk fas 
many as wiltſband upowt) have 4bJolureCertntmty,naly 
infinitely greater Certaimy- thati. Reaſon eart:atfory, 
the Wozv of Gov, Bur, all is. to bs witderſtood with 
the condition annexr-of truſting You forall. Otherwiſe 
we have neither Diligence; nor Judgment, nor /Hdelpr,ncr 
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Cartaiety, nor Bord af God, nor any thing in the world 


but Tour Word ;| who yet cannot for your life make any 


' 29. Rut I have ftray'd after your Wil-of the-Wifp till 
I havealmoſt loſt fight of our Point- - The Queſtion is, 


 Whetdber Scriptures Letter Iutorpretable by private Tudg- 


ments be _—_—_— left by God: I raintainit is not'; and 
prove is, becauſe men; wh6: take that way err, For, F 
thought itneeded no proving, that the Way left by God'is 
not: the Way to Errour, You A twice ; Firſt 
the Lerter into: Serſed and Znſeuſed CharaCters; that is, 
ifyou 'make thereany Diſtin@ion at all. Now the Pro» 
poſition is of the Letter [uterpretable, that is, no? yet [n+ 
terprazed;or which has notyet thei Senfe putitoit;, andiſo - 
is:yetuyſenſed; . When you then: diſtinguiik the Zerter 
Dwterpratablezinto Seuſed'and Vuſenſed; you make 2 Di- 
ſtincion; whereof one branch is.not' comprehended-in 
therNotiom:to be diwided: *'Tis juſt the Fanas to difti-- 
ouith- Erarned Men into Learnediand Uhtearned';' of Men 
ioto Negroes and Zorſes. Your'Seeond: Diltin@ion. is, 


_of Tad gents, into.Competent and [competent , which' ts: 


Ewinto the former. - | [ vouoti/t-for Proof the! Presbyte- 

rians and. Seciniaws.; menof very/Competend Judgments > 

and wheart.hether:agyoramt, nop' lazy; nov vegirgent, rior ' 
banlk any; means: or keips, which they judge can enable- 
them to-underſtand rhe: Letter, -or that you have, ex- 
ceptthat, for a:Sppritual- Guide (which, Iuppole; is one+ 
ak the. Helps; #hey: indliketihood: uſe the Affiſtance'6f 


ſome hody:of theit own, not:of Your Perſivaſion;” Bit 


if one af your Prateſtant, Guides be a proper help to your 
Proteſtant, a; Sacinzan: ſure is proper to a Socinian, In- - 
ſhort, they fall under none of your il} Qualifications,and - 
when.-I ipeak of Competent: and Qzaliff 4 Judgments, 


_ youdiſticiguiſhithe C owpetFioto {ome which are Com-- 


petent, . 
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petent, and ſome which arexo7 Competent ; 'and,-again; 
the:Qualifydii inte thoke whichare, and thoſe which are. 
not Qualify dv. The Jum is:this, ask whether:the 2y-" 
| ſenſed Ixrtter be the Way; and. you anſwer, ' the Sexfed 
Letter is ; that is; the Ed is; part of the way:ro the-End.' 
I propoſe you Competent Fudgments, and:ask jfthe Letter 
bea Way to Zhem, and you reply, it is not a'way tothe 
Incompetent. And ſo you, who, good fqueamith' Gen-' 
tleman, fall into a Scruplke at the very name of Cards,can 
play at Croſs-purpoſes all along very freely, even when: 
Souls are at Stake. ; I-defire you 'to:xemember- that' I 
ſpeak of a Way, [which they, who eake," ſhall, and: rhat- - 
yr arrive at Chriſt's Faith. You. talk:of a' way by: 
which men ſo and ſoqualify'd, may artive at'it.: As if 
may be wereany thing to ſha and muſt be ;. or the quali» 


+ My Eicſt fications of Travellers any. thing to.the: way, I*fore- 
Letter, P-3!- told I ſhould haye nothing but an- unconcerning:Return' | 
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for an Anſwer: And yauthave made me, tho"againſtmy- 
will, prophelie znot bating ſo much: of:my Predittion as 
the ſcoruful Feſt. For there is the Mountain and* the: 
Mouſe, and Reading a Lefture in Logich to. verifie it.. 
.-30..You conclude with. an Argument ajpint my. 
Concluſion: Zou, ſay, who. are:Anſweringy.and haverno- 
thing to do with 4rga/zg. : But, .what-would we have > 
Men whoare uneaſte willalwaies'beſhifting:places.. All 
cur earneſt Sollicitations could? nor 'wring one: Argu- 
ment out of you when it was\your:turn<to proves and. 
now 'tis your turn to Avſwer,youthruſtyour Arguments: 
upon us unbidden. Nof is there:any keeping you-trom 
falling jntothe fame Fault wath, your Saypoſpprions, that 
Dr. $7. did with his /»/tazce. . You:ſuppoſe. then. *1. That 
the Scripture is God's Word. And:1o do 1 too, provided 
you mean the true Senſe of it... For a falſe Senſe,: what-- 
ever you think, is, in yiipgment, vr Gods. mo 
2, That 
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6: That they ; _ means left them of God for i he Under- 
Long he #, ſo ar as it is ls ner. ary re pork tro Hem em. 


laſt. 6 ret it- iv mh Foy pl w Fes oy 
Chriſt ay# hiF A 42 as Hbte pt FL alog- 
tion, How!'! "The Xh ofe. tis 

Why this'is Juftas' T my. " But what” i gt of © Tb 
who uſe not thoſe Meatis  ” Twas ill forgot when your 


Hand was in atſ# ppifing,.. nottq/; Font ofe 1n am pongh the 
£ 


reſt, that'/Private' wterpretation. 15 Mea 5k by God 
for mderftanding” Scripture. 'For, if þ lick Inter} 6 
tation 'be*thofe Mearis, as it hieeds” ry + fince. 


prov'd that Private-is not; the Sriptti plainly i af - 
Way to thoſe who only rely on the Private Means to 
underſtand it. And your Proteſtants are'much beholding 
to: your Argument which thews that Scripture, inter- 

F preted, 
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TFeay, hg poft | BRYayr; or Falſe. | 

Th believe me; - For I. ſhould be: Very aber Fo | 
to fall Ky witha wan Fo who takes my. op R | | 
1.” Thus you have 7ry d-*as you callit, toanſwer my 
Ain 7 have ſucceeded .CVea.1g your Own J uy 
3) yery ſorrily. Ks ad you been Cantident 
A Ret formance againſt it as it 1s, you would neyer 
os ore of changing, it, as you do here p. 17. Men 
wha have put by aThbrult are. not, ſollicirous ro ara 


wi AN bow he ſhould have Thruſt, -. And. 
will peeds b & teach = iow ſhould have: ons 
ſure work; t zve bacn ſure to hit 
ke $0 er. T Ae ro © lok & time on your. Argu- 
ment: It, were, Fidiewts utous for dure my M&lf poo 
what never; was _ ms belaj Kilo ao apy but y 
Iewould have lett oh IPA; Pant: 


wry,” yo” Rule; ein, |, coming to Right Faich 
by i Cho WH if Jewel ET any Lact x ll, Hip 
'no body c it: 2 Way briog.to the.Journeys 
pn ;\evenr t s Who travel wot in 18, Ina word, your. 
A\ | the faults of | your An Anſiyer in ſhoet; and 

(peak .pur ſe: more {0- 


y, by way of Syllagiſin., .. 
; nobly acquitted qour, 5 felf in | 


the ſame 
for the © lofallibili 


Method G's Argument 
ty of he anc Chuich.. Which, ere-l'come to 
examin,” 1 mult. firſt fay ſomething. to. your Prelimir 


naries.  - 
33- Youdoubt whether 1 think # needs any. Proof that 
the Church of Rome. is Isfaflible.: To thote = refleft 
on 


( i al 
avi force-of & vaſd\Hirmare Teſt 

 eoridiſunerer of Fad Kr ppt pope ml 
48 þ ms ſjelo6cefiors,'F rye ern 
ſe. | ir doesnot much need Proofs: Refleftion." 'Bul," 
'd | Mhoutd trig yorarbt kr Bo ak 7 TOY 
| feoiplaittyhavelntewprored your 
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Frethings oweceffary ta. Salvation J'and' C flog the Propes 


begs hich (as/we ſhallfee anoh)-will coft one's life to 
peruſe; and: this you tell us, exconrages them to take pains 
tobe well afſur'd.of the Truth. Fine words, I muſt confeſs, 
ifthey had any Senſe ! Is it ſuch'a rareEncouragement to 


rake pains to Jeavel{ afſur dtheir Faith is True, when-you 
_ telbthbknythatakteralltheir pains: they can never be; fa- - 


tisfied}bur it miay He Falſe ; thatis, they .caninever be! fa- 
tisfy?d'that'it 3 True ? But, when all's done, and the 


\ 


Certainty of: your Grounds fail you, your laſtrefuge is, - | 


that-the ſameiTnfallible God who bas given the Means, has 
uſſr dbrs Bleſſing to them-that; diligently uſe:them. \ Bur - 
this begs the Queſtion : For, if. the\Rule your follow tbe 


not the Means ordain'd by God to arrive at Faith, 'you 
have neither the right Meas, nor can you be affur'd of 
anyBleſing by ufing them!; unleſs; youean prove:'God 
has /promisd his:Aſliftance to. thoſe that ufe.not the 
"Mearshie appointed; !or will certainly dire thoſe tothe 
right Plate Whotakeithe wrong Wayto it; Next, you fall 
into a\ondermee?. to bearime talk. a: mens: being diſcou- 
rag'd:-=-for wantiof an Infallible Guide... And.1: wonder 


-you-Thoulek bear, me.talh-what I never: poke; Not ont 


Syllable was thereof a 'Guide-i:All:my Diſcourſe wasta- 


. boutantnfallible'Re/e.: But: the Truth:is; yourare ſick 
ofany Diſcourſe that fifts the Uncertainty of your Rule; 


and therefore car'd not what new pretence you ſtarted, 
nor-whether it were! a, Falſe or/True:one,.ſo-you:could 
þur ger the Difputetransferr'd to. another: ſubje&;:\Yet, 
upon this falſe pretence you:run on with yout Raijllery 
tothe endoftheSeRion. + +. 7 | | 

34. But, at laſt you have found Infallibility in Tradition, 
after you have been ſent from place to place to ſeek it. Pray, 
Sir, who ſenti'you? We, with whom you are diſcourſing, 
never directed you to any other, but to that of Tradition: 


and 


P. I $. . 


© DP ot 


<a> wheFt fant & 
_ Rn” rb oro FATE CADA AG ES AY 5 APs EIT" Bo gh 4 Wh PER COe , = 
© rea MLA - BL on. hoiiggs oe fen4h 2 _—_— — —{ 
4 £ 
1 C —_ = y>———_ pr Dc uert_n I———— 
_ np ener ws cad ————_————_—_— s ——— pa eo—cnane poet —_ - MppPenp—_ © v p—_—_— w_— 
X Bs =— " 
TIRE 7" och IS UN HOP WR} Opeth ng. A I Is A rn — _ Wl nat At AN4 IG gh Cl eas. HO A - af pe LA IE Eos - -- _ —_ zz 
——_ bs gen ns. os AS. "WM -- ate - —— m—_ —_ - _ - . 
) J " WY : " w + n 
e 
: " A 
% 
£4. D 


ccmman way 


*My Firſt Let- aw my *-words? { 7 he Cortarmtyof Seriptur 


ter, Þ«-7. 


*D, 23. 


* D. 19, 


the force 1 it has upan Hunan Nature. : When the Num- 


444) 


od =_ knout well, and en y Reader {oy wears treats. 
wg of 00 Infallibiley,but-only that: Yer) you! rh 
mightily, you-have athing which was/proffer 'ato 
you ru ought and-found 27 af En atichs was: bath pro: 
 -P28dto youand urg'd upon you at ey Whatanever: 
laſting Trifler.are you, i to confels t6:Fout Reader you 
have! been: running after Butterflies all:this' wide, and 
could nor once turn your Eye to:the\Queſtion which was 
juſt before you, nay preſt upon you? Well,;:but what 
e\is from Tra 
dit ion. }'Do-you denythis? No," Youpolitively vely aflertit 
Firſt Letter, p. 5. Let's proceed." 7 theke i \ns 
refufmg to admit, that feaaliien cauſes, Certainty. ]: -Do 
youdeny this > How can: you without deſtroying 
Certainty of your ownRule{ Scripture J which 
upon it, and-wathal: tnigeradirRhe ear Ae: * Lees. 


| { And wakes Faith as Certainas Scripture] Cangyoudeny 


this > That is; willyou affirm cheſame:Virmme does. not 
work the fame Effect if the matterbe capable:# Eet's ſee 
-nowW how you anſwer. | Tetih:may be thes.Certeintycones 
nat up.to Infallibility. Yes, it does ;-for the” Certaipty 
herctjiokew of was 4b/than Certadury, as as! twice. a 
-fiſted onimmediatelyi before, from your-dwn words, p;6. 
and E**previd:it :wasitheſfame with Tefall winch 
-youhave never difprer'U;-and: fo, unlefs'you given bet- 
ter Anſwer, your own Acknowledgment that!/Traditiog 
cauſes: dhſe/ure Certamty, farces you to grant we: ave: Ger 
fa/bibly Certainof our: aith;'- But fay * youpThe Fradt 
rian for Scvi rw was! were'T/1zuerſal ; Suppoſe it fa, - 
was not Tradition for Dofris large. eneugh to cauſe thje- 
lute Certainty / Qr,are not:ten millions of Atteſters as 
able to caute Abſolne* Cer tainty: as. Twenty: 2 Pray, 
conſider a little the Vertue of Wrineſieg: Authority, and 


ber 
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. Þ -bercomes tot et pitch, that it is ſeen. to be impoſſible 


e&y ſhould: all be decerv'd inthe;:thing.they unanimou- 
re fon , Or conſpire to deceive us, their Teſtimony has 
its fill Effet upon us, and begets-1n usthat firmand un- 
alterable Aﬀent we call 4b/olute Certainty ; and 'the Ad- 
dition of myriads more adds nothing to the ſub/taxce of 
that Aſſent, ſince.it was wrought, without it. . But the 


mainis, You quite miſynderſtand:the nature-of a long * 


Succeſſive Teſtimony. Let ten thouſand .men witneſs 
what 7wo'or three, who were the Original Atteſtors of a 
thing, faid a? fr ff, and twenty thouſand more witneſs in 
the next Age what thoſe ten. thouſand told them, and ſo 

forwards, yet (faking them preciſely as Witneſſes) they 
amount fo rio njore, 11 order to proverthe 7rath of thar 
thing, than the Credit of thoſe two or three Firlt TWit- 


neſſes goes. ' *Tis the FirſfSoarce ofa Teſtimony,which . 


ives the fucceeding, ones all their weight to prove the 


hivg that is witneſtto be 7rae : ?Tis that from, which- 
the Zargeneſi and Firmneſs of a Teſtimony, brought to" 
evince the 77uth of any thing, is to be meaſured or cal _ 
culated. Since then the ſtream of Tradition for DoQtin - 


| had for its Source innumerable Multitudes of thoſe Chri- 


ſtians in the. Firſt Age, in many, places of the Worlg,; 


who heard the Apoſtles preach it, and faw. them ſettle 


the Practice of it inthe reſpective Churches ; bur the - 


Original Teſtifiers that ſuch. a Book. was writ by ſuch or + 
ſuch an Apoſtle or Evangeliſt, were very few in compa-- 


riſon, ſometimes perhaps not paſt :wo or three It can-+- 


not withany ſhew of Senſe be pretended, that the-Tra- 


dition forthe ſeveral Books of Scripture is in any degree : 
comparable in either regard to the Tradition for Dottrzn, -. 
Your next Anſwer is, that This Vniverſal Tradition is no - 


more but Human Teſtimony, aud that can be #0 ground. for 
Tafallibility which excludes all poſſibility gf Errour.- Pray 


why.. 


7% 


Le $i r the, 


Y No 


here to. confeſs" It ;' but T'dare fay, y 
ſhould 'you' openly 'avory it,, would” hat! you, for the 
Blaſphemy. Your wouldtellthein, doubt not, as you 
do us, that Moral Certainty is enough to” ſtand on ſuch a 
Foundation : that is, ſuch a Certainty as may decezve You, | 
and, by a warn conſequence, may haſte to. overturn” 
the whole Fabrick' of Chriſtian Faith, Ini the mearftime; 
| let's ſee how manifeſtly you contradict Dr. $+, when you 
* Firſt Letter, ſhould defend him. He avow'd * Abſolute Certainty for 
wha the Book of Scripture, and this upon the Foundation of 
Tradition; and you telt'us here Tradition can. ground 
but Moral Certainty Now a'l'the-World, till you writ, . 
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- countetdiſtinguiſht 43/olute and: Moral Certainty, whicl 
you jutnble 1n- one, But diſtinct they 'ever/ were, are, 
and ſhall be; forthe Word [Moral] ſignifies a Diminu- 
tion or Impertection of Certainty, and [44/elute ] plain- 
ly- expreſſes the Perfection of it : whence tis Evident, * 
rhat either-you contradiQNr. Sr. (perhaps not without 
his private Order )'or he himſelf.” We' ſhall. have all 
words ſhortly: loſe their ſignification, for no.other' rea- 
ſon, but to *give you room to ſhift this way and that, 

when you aretoo cloſe preſt with Reaſon... _.. . 
35s Now, ſir'#Dr; $2, had granted, that Tradition is 
7 FL Ab- 
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Firſt Let- 
. 2L, 


 difculty be 


% Hons; aber pret 


na to it, wh mn Cn 

it or. no will'be ſeen TY when and: Fourth: Prope- 
ſngjon comes to be examin'd. In the meantime pray juaz 

ble not two Queſtions which are dif inf, and ought ny 
- Keptſa. The whale Buſineſs here is, about the, «ſe or Sex/c 
Proc Cam Commend No 

t ys that we bothagree int 

tion-of [Zraditian;Jw hence[ Traditvouary]is deriv'\d,isevi- * 
dent by this, that we-lay _ to tuch ane hay as 
reachesto'Chryh,. £9 | 


together y wherefore;tis manifaſt- we ie both agree: in'the 
Notion or Meanidg of. that Ward,; hawever-we: diſagree 
inthe Applicatien.of it-to the. Rer/ong./., Nor do'we-pre- 
tend in-theleaſt,, what you __ put upon-4s. here, to . 
inferr- hence that this: hody: of Chriſtians, that 'now ad- 
heres to it, did always log but; only contend, that. if they 
did noteveradbers to it; they;awilt baye deforte itand 
takenup: another Rule, ang. {o, py tug C 

of 'a-Fradition-from:Chri Chriſtians, 
Moreover, we judge We have _ tq ney FA til 
we be.driven out of by; a tormer and-better-Title; 
ſince we were in paſladlone Soon nad tirng of, the 
Refiirhariag, or. heldall our Faith uponithat: tenure. 
39+ The ſecond Propaſuipnis this:: If rbeyfellow Shi 
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Sir, tothis: Canthey adhere-ſtill to what was deliver'd, 
and: yet err in Faith, if whit was fit defiver'd, was 
EkriſPs Doctrin . Your Anfweris; His Friend tells as 
this is palpably ſelf-evident. And docs not his auverſary 
gandeſsit too? Do not your ſelf acknowledge it in your 
21]h, and vad: Pages, and fay you 'inuf Zay'by your Rea 
fon; :tari Romanitt; and rexounce your. Private Fadement, 


if you-did not grant it; And can the Reader; fo weltac- - 


inted with- your ſhufftes,” judpe it {5 than p4/pably 

| ſelf evident, which, your hamour,: ſo! reſtifffto granc 

' any thing, tho' never ſo clearly prov'd, .is forc't to yielt 

. ta] aqua; Dea Friend-only ze!l you'tis ſelFevident ? 
— Dots not 


prove it to be as Evident as *tis that rb+ fathe + 


&s the ſave with it ſelf 2. And is not ſact'a thing Eviderit 


oy .its awn light,. or. our S#the:very- Terms, \thar is, - 
ſelf-evident > Pray, Sirz\whenT prove any thing, lerthe | 


ader know Ldid fog and da: not thus conſtantly-pre 

tend till'that Þ ohly ;ſazd ſo, or z&o/4you io. . A pretty 
Stratagem to avoid ſpealing;to my: Proofs 5 but how ho- 
neſt ler the Reader;judge 1 oo <q 

.. 38: But, fay you, wleſs this Tradition be longer than 

"it Js. yeh prowel to: be, they may follow it, aud err 'f a- 

lang .tn following} it." No doubt.of it; if it fall ſhort of 
eaching;up toChriſts,, we may follow @ andErrby fol- 

_ - lowingitasall Hereticks doin following their novel Tra- 
ditions. That ( yer) is a very pretty Word; for ir" puts 
the Reader intoa conceit that wehave produt*tnothing 
your: Writing, to'\prove our Tradition reaches'to our $4 
vonrsdayes; and yet, if we challenge you that we'bave 
proy'd it i} the'very next words of our Argument; you 

can make your efcape,: by laying, that-you' are: not yer 

is 2 


COINC 


Y Ano ichey 0n0;never err: iu Faith.) Wherice oliws the | 
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comets fpeak-to'thari point, and that:you meant no . 
more. 5 wy wohld:think-there ſhould be ſhch-Vertue | 
in:a-petty Monoſyllable; :as:at once todiſgrace a3 and | 
fave you hirraleſs! The ſecond Anſwer ro this Point-is, - 
Let: (thei Fradition: ſpoken of ) be«'mever Jo: Jong, -- 
get if they fellow it not,. they may err. Verygood !\ The 
Arguers:Wotds are, /f they follow this' Rate they cannot 
err im Faith;- which implies, that, if they do nor; they 
may err : and you fay the ſelf-fame overagain,” withan 
ayr' of Oppolition, and there's an Anſwer for us now. 
--As if to: conform to your Adverſaries Words were to 
confute. him, any thing-will ſerve, rather than ſay no- 
wh -The: fourth: Propoſition -brought to .prove that 
this Tradition welay Claim to,does indeed reach to Chrift 
and his 4pofHes, is this, They could not innovate in Faith, 
anleſs they did forget what ey held the day before, or out 
of :malice alter it; © And here'lies the main+ Streſs of the 
Controverſy betweenrus;. for you have granted here, 
Page 21. 22. that were this Rule follow'd, they muſt 
Kill - enjoy . the fame - Faith Chrit and his Apoſtles 
taught; and this Diſcourſe is brought .to ſhew they 
did follow it. We are'td expeCt then that your choiceſt 
Engines ruſt be fet on work to baffle a Proof, which, if 
it holds ; /brings ſach-dangerous* conſequences after it, 
and irideed, commludes the whole Controverſy. Your 
firſt Attempt is in plain terms moſt Evident, &a'moſt 
- Unconſcionable Falfification. After you had (P. 21;) re- 
Cited this fourth Propoſition, you immediately add. Our - 
Author undertakes to wake this.out more clearly, © therefore 
we will hear what he ſaith for our better i: pri P. 1x8. 
He asks,did Chriſt teach any Errours *and ſo you goon re- 
* Citing that whole Argument, which proves;that if the 
_ *- firſt Fathers believ'd what Chriſt taught, and: rhe ſuc- 
ah a | ceeding FI: 
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. dit when you ean, 1 charge it upon youas a' voluntary 
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Fp0 will; you need do no'more when they are too 
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* 40. Your Second Anfſwg,” of rather Cavill, is, that 


you could make as fe ſport with the word [Notwith- 


Randing] as 1 did, 'but that, it feems, it ſpoils your Gra- 
vity-: . Yet you canviſpence with that Formal'hinnonr 
very caſily, as oft as'a hard: Point. preſſes You, efpe- 


cially when you are put to Proving ; nor are we now. 


to learn that,you can laugh at a feather, 'when you have 
ing, of more, prigh wo ay. Bur, "hers les the 
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a LY Led ons 5% Derfion! g " Very tea 
"2 Þ y tdviſedly "thought it beſ to Hh We fofi 


6 Wt gs ove 142 - [ /hich he had 
nes TIER an rk is "Argument. - When 


taking | uſe of That, or 
2, xrty ice] ! CANE ainft 


Obed an. prix of his Ek , 


pO 


a. #*. 


Folly. - | gs + ou a> bind: his 
pan this Fr ar' 0 This,is what' we 
expected om a Writer that uridertakes t6 defend him. 


But the. Task is infiperable, that neither your won- ' 
Fel Leeroiog, nor Dr.,Se. himſelf, "re all the World 
to help him can eyer be able, to do' it; unfefs 'he;.can 
make the Schools renounce. afl Rules of 4/7, and'Man- 
kind their Reaſon... But what weremy * words that were 
fo niirthful ? Why, Edeny'd that a Body of men could 
adhere to.T1 _ _ patwhfapding erre, Ts here a= 


gy, rpapri NF ne: ſpa " Diens ali plain 
ward in: the. o'4 toy ico ing. it! ,92- 
turally, becauſe: int, dit unski and inc 


a ?. - .fee_ by this. ok 
this is alt the A Tan 4 to my IO, I I'2, 
d..4 6 34 Pages ; where ſagh Errouts. a zintt/ 
..of, Diſpute a rp d upon 


Methed: re” chajg'd.'upon the'Dr. as- 
'Y anckrupt any mans. Credit who Had ts lg 
EY 4 lock of it laid. irt beforehand. And all the favonr” 


beſt Friends can dbhim to excule his Ferfon, i 10 5d 
We 110 fund. it;uponhjs Cawſe. - 
| 1) Ss | 41. But, ito it was: zranted "that Diſcourt of mine 


Cited 


2-T, wasſo eyident,. char is it was: both 
d abfurd to deny it, yetit muſt not ie. j 
ne 5 acl averſion, A Fault there muſt - 
> ; and what ſhould that Fault be, 


x wt ol { : 'of b ing: too. Evident. And this, as 
sSſhewn form fy, 3 oneof the new tricks whe 2< 
e Anſwerig, © When our Arguments are too 


2 baffled by any (even. plauſible) Reaſon, being next 

| $14 Rifevidedt, or eafily reducible to it, to fave us the 

| Kbqur you red uce it: thither. your lf, bur firſt vitely 

| per d, rha it may” become a fir wy your | 
am 


- Teſting, wa We will grant {: ou) 
bj # poi: e to T7” ps men Fes err'd netwithland 
| * they wm err... Very exceltent ! Bur 'oyou eat 
| grant much! more; 4x. that 7+ 2s impoſſible the ey ſhould 
'2 here to ver Rule, atid yet erre'> You db, and, Fr de 
- Ah wa t the Vhote. ſubſtance of my Diſcour E 
Pg {0 that win, T atn fure'you have laſt 
by this forc't "Cont | on,that Fradiction i5acertain Rule, 
| wn that 1. have prov'd it evidently. Which no-man 
23 - w rant of Rule that is in his wits, nor can'ths * . 
: Fa inn in the” World. talent it to. UNS } 
700 h fun & yielded ours to; | 2 


| Vl 2. The or | 
the trce to your next Sel?.. 7-65 I. *You pres We *P. 22. | 
but 64 ofe it hitherto, t | 
" afire REL. 4; t0'a Tradition « | 
Ada hep ning 
4 hitherto} Was it not rov's, and nor batcly 


/ 
hy apo the Fourth Propoſition, and made” good: k 
me, Pp. 9. Tf you will not come up'to "its. but ftand/fip: 
verthg, faeln ing, ing, falſifying*and"capeting-7#bs 
| by the way, mult we be blam'd as- barely boa: 'rt | 
Btherto 5 %, You fallify « our words :: For ' who Yver taid. | » | 
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| g.. $u poſition. is Self: ag whith. ey ane. { IR | 

| 4 Ho 'tis barely a = 1s not... ps dent. At | | 

| po Why quote you not £ ge where, we Dk this ? Be- 
©. alh 


cauſe You, would: hg be abghe. S- You » 4 By 
pirhour. "Wes of creat en, 0 your, Re 7H 
| -evide zon I necellart 
conclu bh W rv Pi ei tonary 414 ans Trl dr ” 
nor, could erte, it is certain they neither dill nor co, dd *l 
erre..., But, why I no place. quoted ! Becauſe you | 
had. again, jallify" 
"On 1 lay bers @.* 22.) isto. di 
\ 43.1 perceive, your p ay e 2.) isto. disjoint. 
our Diſcondſe, and jumble all the pieces 2 confuſedly | 
together ; and, ſo, it mu be: my Work to refify- Pf 
youhad ſo induſtriouſly unravelkd,." Since yp Mr. 6: 
. had. made uſe of theſe words [rag [itiayary Chr. 
, heir Senſe: was firſt to be. expla [an er 
* My Firſt *declar'd that the 1 meaning of them: was, /«c Dus 
Letter, Þ-8 as proceeded upon an Immedzate Delivery nat. o 
+ : preſent, .or fin xce the, Counctl of. Tr rent, Km hundreds 
| | years before,. 25.y Qu Put UPON US,. P; 2 upwards. 
| Chriſt's time; and all the advantage hy ny thanee was | 
that.ia caſe they.did wor" adhere to it: all a/oxg, it would | 
follow that. the” pretended Traditionary, Chriſtiags oe | 
ſeine) = not. realy ſuch, and ip. the Subject 4 | 
Nh ould. be Jolt, .and we ſhould receive ap 


iP and diſt not hazard« diſco- 


: of 


| "Could day thi GEO Er more cand did}. | 
oe. ſhutlles, and a $,.Youhaye. been | 
p | pleas to beſtoy, on us Cory, of. a hk poo a 


ropolition ; to, how, many .-wrong ends. you haye ap-' 
: oY dit, neyer 'thoughs, on by. us,..WeE FO already leen, 
i 118 | For th t he Truth hs, you'are 19 hoctibly #/ve of any cone 
TINT + . need. Hilcourle,, that you. dare not mych. as. fuf- 
\ 31/8 fer it to peep our, but it alarums your alu ie ; no, not 
the 


rgument : The Mayo 
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" force this: Fee i J diſcours'd * thus. . Tou do. not, 7 ors Pe 32 


Hoppe, a we [bi 
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id nor could "eh, 
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Ee courſe runsclusgitgye, muſt | 

im IA YOu. + Zhoſe who.adbere to Tra- = 
n toe beginniug er Cad nar equaled . 1. > 
ry, efity wa not be Adherensto MN 


Chrifgiaps)... 
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_ceding "Xo "he NeW c-Proteſlant, Logick, deny :# 
again, atid bring res L9ce againſt. it,.; otherwiſe, M8 
f ee Iit tbllows feng Ta it wull.; ſhift, well, cnough \\N'8 
for it elf” "This, 1; ay, is'our,intFe Diſcourſe ; all the . Whit 
reſt is your, flaſhy Drollery, your:ever faithful. Friend, 

when ou are perplext how. to Anſwer,... - | 
* Arg Ce then for the, Perpetuity of. our 
Trac ition' fom "Chriſt's time; runs thus. - They. could 
not Innovate ' Fatth ; anleſs they did forget he they 
hell the day before, or, out of malice, alter it. To en- * My Fir 


d. Prove that. men had alwaies Me- 
mories y 


2 Tim. C. 3+ 
Ye IG, 17+ 


A 
, 


bath 'rtus evra 
one would, think ; ; 


l | 
y might be rhiss Rs is ' becauſe Orher- | 
do fay why the ' Pen-4 men of the Seri foe | 


prov 
wiſe Tt i. 
ſhould have been at the neetleſ5 pats” FI xo a... 


apply this-t6 the: Argument , and Rho Diſcouaſe bh 


this *Fis hard to: fay that Ch SO, have re; 
membred their Tefferday's "Faith, 


ir Now; pray Sir,. bo ere NS | 
thin there” is 2 - en Ofltb1 of hy 
among the ver To in Zag/and, 7 

never a "Bible th, ead'to; rh6rrow | LOW. 
re 61 mrkA. De Chaps it three 


how many not 'in's much longer tune ; nay, how few 
_ of them read'/a 


Feng gc lere in. Fy Year, or even 
im thetr whole Life ani yet they retain the memor 

not only of:their' Yoferilaye, but 17/t Tears Faith 2 "What 
a weakneſsis this ;'to fippofe Miracles muſt, be' done 
for no other end, but that you may. anſver qur Ar- 
nt? The Reafons why” Scripture was kin you 
might have read in St. Paul to Timothy ; where "there 
is no ſuch thing as to make men remember their Tefter- 
days Faith, nor that Scripture is of Neceſliry at all; bur 


only that 'tis Profitable for many Uſes there enumera- 
ted. Your Second Argument to confute our Demon- 
ftration, is a Text, 2 Pet. x.15. by which you will cane . 
vince 'us', Mens memories are not alwaies 
You muſt mean to remember their Teſters 


faivhfut: 
ays Faith ; 


for 


” wm —— kl Cir Had _ 
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(55) 
for this Degree of Memory: only the Argument inſiſts 


on,- Bur whar'ſays that'B: Apoſtle > 7 wil endeavour, 
that youwnay be able, after my-Deceaſe, to have theſe things 


- - alwaies jn remembrance, Now, there is not ſo much as 


ove Word in the whole Chapter concerning the remem- 


_ bring or-forgetting/ their Fa#h,- much leſs the Fairh 


they held Tefterday; or leaving their Faith in Writing 
for- that purpoſe, bur only (Faith ſappos*4) of remem- 
bring his particular Exhortations to Good Life and, 
by thus inculcating-them, to fir them up (as *tis ſaid, 
v. t3.) to Chriſtian Virtue, and leaving ſuch things in 
Writing/to'that end. - Now, ſuch Spiritual and Moral 
InftruQtions are both eaftly Inteligible, eſpecially, fince 
he had" tanght the-fame'to them formerly ; and Man's 
Natural Corruption making even good men apt toſlide 
back from the high degree of Pertection in which they 
had been educated ;' no doubt a. Letter left by that 
Holy Apoftle , now near his death, ashe there tells 
them, would ſtrike them more feelingly , and excite 
them more effetually to purſue that Courſe of Holy 
Life, in which he had inſtructed them. What miſera- 


' ble Stuff 4is-this ? Would not Faith have an excellent 


Bafis, did it depend on Scripture interpreted by your 
Private Judgments. When this one Inſtance maniteſts, 


'you have the boldneſs to quote Scripture for any thing, 


tho? never {o diſparate and unconcerning , and then 
blzſphemouſly nick-name it God's Word, when *tis no- 
thing at'all ro the purpoſe. But, I beſeech you, Sir, . 
let's have the Return of one Scholar to another, If 
our Argument 1ye too oper, or the Connexion in it be 
too ſlack , ſpeak to it as you ought ; but think nor 
your Private Interpretations a competent Solution to 
Demonſtrations, If fuch wretched Anſwers may ſerve 
the turn , the Schools and Univerſities may ſhut up 
| = Shop, 
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Shop, and\/Reaforngliid/ adicn: to” the- World :iBvery  F 
Fop- will find:a T'extihe;carihoopiny narwillbefailof IF 
interpreting.it-blindly:to bi8.0wn: purpoſe, (when; he's 
gravelld with-an Argument';-and. of.callipg:.it..Gads 
Word when he.hes:gone, .- Who will not fee you; are 
ſinking, when youcatchiaufuch Straysand.weak Twigs 
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to keep you abave Water, 37 20 DUH Di2ft Porr 
45: By: this time the Reader, will 'be fatisfy'd,. that 
Notw#hſtanding ally ou-haye anſwer'd, Men: had Memo- 
ry.enotgh-not to. forget their Tefterdays' Faith::>jNext,. 
you go; aboqt to prove: :Chr//tiavs. 'tiiayi be, maligaque- 
enough to. alter it, May not Chriſtians (lay.you; f523:) 
through malice and wickedneſs," be-as careleſs of preſerving 
the Faith, as in maintaining + Holineſs in theyſelves or 
their. Poſtersty,- when they know that Sin is as damwable 
as Errour ? | Be Judge your ſelf; || Do-not gvayy af your | 
Congregation. (and the' hike may. be faid of Ul $225) | 
ſin ofrex, angfyet few. or zone of them.delert their Eaith 
once? The reaſons why. the Parallel holds not; axe theſe. 
I... Sins.are generally. private -; &:4Jeaſt.,, Men-.do for 
the moſt part endeavour, and. hope-to:conceal their 
" Faults, for fear of ſhame and diſcredit. But:the Change 
of Faith mult be profe/t, and, pes. ;/;otherwiſe it alters 
not the caſe ; and: Poſterity; will;{til} believe on, accor- 
ding as things appear. outwardly. .-.2.. Sinners are fel- 
dome Malicious to'that.degree, as'to- reſolve firmly to 
perſiſt ſo:to_ the end. of their Lives:; but generally fall 
out of frailty, and intend and hope. to- repent..-:And 
ſo this very thing will oblige them {t1]l to:hold to their 
farmer #aith , whictr (as Experience tells them) fur- 
niſhes-Sinners with means of Repentance. 3. Man's 
Nature being inclin'd to Truth, ſcarce one-man tells a 
Lye, but.hopes to cloak it. But here, when they de- 
liver azother Faith for the, ſame, that was held 7efter- 


day, 
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nan muſt know. his, Neighboyr. to. be an 
nameleſs Lyar;; and, the Contern'being ſo 
- hold. himſelf. and:all . his 'fellow-Adterers 


= 4G»; 
ind | FE M "3 «SALE 
he wickedſt men, living/- .Ualefs it be ſaid they went 


FF con{Cientiouſly upon.ſome other ground than;Tradition ; 
| for to pretend. to be fav'd by Tenets held upon no ground 

. at all, is abſolutely impoſliþle to. conſiſt with Rarional 
Nature,,. But "tis. impoſſible they ſhould: take. up. ano- 
- ther Ground. ; Becauſe if they. could not innovate in 
Faith , they could not_ innovate. in. that upon which 
they held a# their Faith. Nor could they be certain; 
- hat all cheir former Faith might be renounc'd, ifa new 
'\ Rufe of Faith'were taken up. - To hear of which, could 


not conſiſt with the temper of Chriſtians, to bear a loſs - 
for all: their Faith, Beſides, Men are more tenacious | 


of their Principles, eſpecially if they have gain'd a vaſt 


Credit by their lepg Continuance, than they .are to re: 


lIinquiſh, all they* have receiv'd upon thoſe Principles. 
Again,” Tradition is the. Authority. of the whole Eoc/e- 
ſta Docens, the Chiefeſt part of (I might ſay the Ecclefia 
Creflens too) Witneſling the deliver'd Faith; which is: 
fo vaſt a Body, that it could. never (were there-nothing 


bur its. own Intereſt) permit. it. ſelf to be thought. to . 


have atteſted a Lye hitherto : Add, That none could be 


_ competent Judges what was fit. to be a Rule of Faith,. _ 


-but They who were ſo concern'd bach in.Duty- and 
Intereſt, Tradition ſhould not be. ſet. alide. ., Which con- 
- - fiderations clearly evince an, Univerſal Change in the 
Rule of Faith ; 'and this over the whole Body of Belie- 
vers is abfolutely imprgdicable. Faſtly, There muſt 
be ſome great time between . their diſcarding Tradi- 
« tion and eſpouſing a New Rule ; during which time, 
we muſt imagin the whole Church. (except perhaps 
fone few that diſcourſe -it- firſt ) would be mage up. 


of... 
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of Seckers'; ſome hovering one way, fome another ; 
in which" caſe they woof y as yet have no Faith, and 
conſequently there could'be no Church. *Tis left then, 
that if they could innovate inFaith, they muſt pretend 
to Tradition ftill when they had evidently djerted it ; 
that is, they muſt profeſs to hold the Teferdays Faith, 
when all the World muft fee, and every man's own 
Heart muſt tell kim the contrary : Which is tlie high- 
eſt Impoſſibility. Leather alter'd, Calvin alter'd, ſo did 
many others ; but none of them had the face to ſa 
they ſtill adhber'd to Tradition, or the Faith deliver'd 
immediately before, and that they ' had, not alter d. 
4. Men fafl into Sins through Temptations, and Temp- 
tations are various, according to mens Tempers and 
Circumſtances ; whence it happens, that one falls into 
oxe ſort of Sin, others into another, as things light. 
But *tis impoſſible there ſhould haveYbeen Caufes laid 
im the World, fo Univerſal, as to reach a whole Body 
of men conſiſting of ſo many Millions of different 
Countries, Tempers, and Circumſtances, fo as to impel 
them effeQually to fall into the ſame Individual ſort 
of fin, and #his ſuch a horrid and ſhameful one, vzz. 
The Altering the Faith they hop'd to be fav'd by, and 
this fo fuddenly. The Narure of the thing ſhows evi- 
dently 'tis above Chance ; and the-very [tereſt of the 
World would forbid fach a Conſpiracy, were there nei- 
ther Religion, Conſcience, nor Common Humanity in 
xt. Ther very Paſfions, DifaffteQions, and Enmity to 
one another , would, make them diſagree in carrying 
on ſuch a wicked & : Their Natural Tempers, ab- 
ſraQting from their Common Propenſion to Truth, and | 
the care of preſerving their Credits utterly loſt by 
ſpeaking ſuch open and pernicious falſhoods, would 
render them apt, out of a meer Antipathy of Humour, 

| to 


t(59) | 
to" oppoſe: one another ; and all this, ſippoſing there ' © 
were no- Goodneſs at*afl in he Wk, poſe 
which; evactates all Chriſtian Motives, and their Et- 
cacy, and makes our dear Saviour preach and dye” z» 
ame ;, eſpecially, fince' there never wanted , no, not 
even in the worſt times, a fair Degree of Diſciplin to 
"pp thofe Motives. Nay, State-Intereſt, or the Quar- 
rels of Princes, would make them glad to take hence an 
Advantage _ their emulous Neighbours ; and: to 
think the Policy to lay hold on fuch an occa- 
fion, to fight in behalf of Fith and Common' Honeſty, 
apainſt a pack offhameleſs Lyars, and Deferters both of ' 
Religion and Human Nature, who car'd not what be- 
" came of their own Salvation, or that of others. Laſtly, 
Theſe Canſes thwarting rhe. Univerſal Alteration of . 
Faith, while Chriſtians proceeded on the former Rule 
. - of Traditiort ; and full as much hindring the taking up 
a New Rule ity oppoſitron to the Teſtimony of the Uni- 
verfaF Church ; as there could- be no Cauſe to make 
men confpire to alter the Teſterdays Faith, fo Chriſtian 
Motves, winch contain the greateſt Zopes and Fears 
imaginable, the Hopes of never-ending Blifs, and Fears 
of Erernal- and Intokerable Mifery, which weve be- 
| lev'd and 'apply'd to the JEOURE of Chriftians, 
could not, on the contrary ſide, but influence them 
molt powerfully to preſerve unchanged and inviolate 
 _ both the Rule and the Faith. "Tis as Certain then, 
| that a very Great' Body of Adherers to Tradition, and 
\ | conſequeathyto the firſt-deliver'd Faith, would tif re- 
; main on Foot'm the World, as that Efeds could not 
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be without Proper Canſes, or that Motives, which are 
B: the Proper Cauſes to work upon Rational Nature, will 
| produce their Efef : I mean fuch Motives as engage 
their very Nature, Add, Thar ſuch a Change _ 

| ry needs 
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needs liave-heen publickly known 5 and, ſoy haveqxoin 
ted. the' Pens, Tongues, Intereſis(perhaps:Swords $09). 


a 


' of the Traditionary.and Innovating-Party- one agairi 


another, at the time of the Change-z-as-we-ſe _—_— 
pen'd. io our. late Alterations: or 'Reformations. - Yee © | 
no ſuch thing was ever, mentioned-in Hiſtory:;\-or come . 
to.us by.” Tradition ; ;or, any- thing alledg'd, but ſame 
differences among(t particular Spectators, and their, Ad- 


herents ſiding with them,; which amounts to nothing 


comparable to that Univerſal,and : moſt Memorable 
Concuilion , ſuch. a vaſt.Change- as this; we ſpeak ;of; 


_- muſt, needs have made. in the. whole; Body of 'the 


Church.,. . + 7 on offi tbr Roos 
46.: Summing up.then this Diſcqurſe , *tis manifeſt * - 
you have no way to anfwer our Argument, but by ſup- | 
poſing there was a time (on: Lord:knows: when) /in 
which there were no. conliderable.Body of Men-in the  . ' 
WR Fnher: good Chriſtians, honeſt.,men, or. valuing 


| their Credit; but only a. company of bratiſh, Godlels, 


Lying Ruffians, without the leaſt Degree . of Grace::or 
Shame.in.them. Unfortunate Confuter | Ari/to:le lookt 
upon: things as they... were ; Plato, on.,things| as; they 
ſhould, be ;; but;”ro make a ſhow of .an Anſwers, our: 
Argument, you.,would: have yqur .Readers look. uþon 
the Chriſtian; World , . as It neither rs, was, ſhould be, 
er can mel... i. "IPL © 4 et $ORe 
_. 47. But. you objet. What if af, Sons did not:'\un- 
derſtand aright all that Fathers had Taught them -, Au 
ſwer. - If All did. not,..moſt of the - Intelligent. and, 
Paſtours, who were of greater Authority than thoſe, 
ſome leſs-underſtanding Perſons, and. ty/d-by their Duty: 
and Office to inftrutt their Ignorance,. would and could: 


. . Eallly do it, when the Dodtrin, open PraQtice and Dutci- 


plinof the Chriſtian Church was ſettled, and made. i 


Hof. 
gent | 
ave 
ally: 


* Channel of the Chriſtian Chireh's Tradition, 5. What 


F 
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general De, till ab Iſt they" were yp es imp, 7, T 
0 to be beliewd and prattifet:. Anſw. If ey ber 
long'dio'Faith; they could not eine ih: » Mepetirines W 
of. Tiadition-was. -adher'd t6';* ns Ras oe ovd and' 
grabted! : Tho! perhaps: fomePotiits involv'd in” the | 
main Body = Faith”, yet ſo particidarly” or axjverſally 
* -known, mig on-emerpent 6ccafions, be- ſingled onr, 
defin'd: and cry. "tpecially recommended than former- 

1y.; without any Detriment to the Faith-received, But 
| rather tothe Advantage and farther Expſjcarion, of it. 
And, as for unwarrantable Pradtices, as they” befong 
not to Fai#th)\{o they do not concern our prefent bufi- 
neſs. _ 6. _ fi Errour any of theſe Ways brought forth, 
grew, 'multiply'd, ſpread; obtain'd moſt power, d arove 
out all that. FAY eld the naked -T, ruth -out of all thoſe Coun- 
tries where it cat's Of which «ll, iftories | urniſh us 
with Iuſtances.: - Auſw. But does any Hiftory tell you 
this Errour ſpreadover the who/#Church, without your 
fuppofing- the Queſtiorr that ſack or' fuch®- Tenet is 
| an &rrourewhich' ou pretend fuch';' which 'is above 
the: Skill: of -Hiftorians to Yecide;; "ind 5 'only+to. be 
- determin'di'by examining Firſt who have, who have . 
' mot a Certain" Rule of Paith.” "Beſides, Errour in Faith 
never yet-appeared , even though abetted by. Great 
mer inthe! Church,” but! it- was oppos'# ;*and Truth 
grew- clearer by: hy ue he” made to it; - and" tho' 
tor: while: it Jrwvr: the-fhadow' of ſome* Par- 
ticular State, Ky nd Hiſtory! ever recorded”, that all 
he States of Chriftehdbin ever joyn'd to protect i ir. 
ren but what are alltheſe cimpolt Queſtions to - 
rears: ARS inſits ontheim tbility of 4c 


ring 


 Jeſterdays ith, purge er; aut of want” of 
, ar-out. of Malice? :Apply them.to this, and 
all them: forge., how. playlibly | foever''s 


itty 9 I, | at talks ar rovers, : oles all to be Er- | 
; rotr, which the Revglting Party and: never con» ." 
; ſiders the Nature of Chriſtian Mankind ang. theiy, Cir- | 
| cumſtances,. may: de{cant upon-itz, Far wha: Paradox 


tho" never. 16. ridiculous, >that Wat dilcqurl 


is there, 
ing ies wildly and at. randome,. .cannot .make play- 

ſible? Our General ObjeCtion then againſt *your whole *D. 23. 24. 
Paragraph is this, that you never apply your feve- - 

ral What ifs 2 to our. Argument.., Belides, that you 

" | pretend in the beginning of it 'that you: will-thew 0- 

| ther Reaſons of {uchan Alteration,, which are neither 
Forgetfulneſs nor Malice ; and yet moſt of thoſe you », ,,. 
here aſhgn are Defeds of Gdodneſs, which implies ſome 

degree of Malice, and lome of them, the higheſt Ma- 


F " : 


lice«that -can. be... |; 


” ' 


* | _ _ 49- Bur (lay you ) we muſt. ſept owt a new Medium p. 25. 
to prove our Church Infallille, for this already-brought, 
proves: only ſhe does. not ere ſo long. as ſhe holds to 
Tradition ; but fill the may err, if ſhe leaves it ; where- 
fore. We muſt prove ſhe. caynef.leaue Tradition, qn el(e 
She is .not . Tnfallible, and fo we are but; where , we 
_ were. And” do. not you'ſee this 'is. already; prov'd 
to-your Hand? vor Thar 56 repeat the many Reaſons 
produc't for this Point, Sei. 45.) /wnovation and Trads 
zion being. formerly and dijametrically..oppoſite,:.what 
proves Jhe. could not. Iy#oyate,. proves) alſo thqj,. the 
could. not ./eave, Tradition, . tar. this were-w {ywpoate. - 
Ang this, our Argument you fe lies, already prav'd; . 
gar.is the. force of that Proof. weaken'd by any thing 
) - you have Hnkert ſaid. ..1 wondex you ſhould diſſem- 
ls. 3 thing fo. obvious, and run torwards upon 'that 
nl ER | I z aile&ted 
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Again, what:mean you*by our 
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affeted Inadvertence 'of 'youts, 'as if it Were a bulr 


neſs unthought of by us before, and requir'd anew MHe- 
eivm,” whereas it 1s the very thing our Argument 
ehiefly aims at: pd for which, we had of our own 
accord, without any one's bidding, made proviſion for 
* 56. Your next! 8eft. P:'s5; would perfivade us ra 
ther to prove our Church free from Errour, which ( ſay 
you) is much eafter task, if ſhe be ſo, than to prove Her 
Self Infallible, Very 
to this, that you, would have ni, o .our Concluffon 


without beginning with our Premiſes, 'or Prexciples, If 
this be Yours and. Dr: St's Logick, 'tis a very ptepo- 
ſerous one; -and can only be* made good by a Figure 
call'd Hyſteron- Proterow, or Cart before Horſe. T ough 
Tmuſt confeſs it keeps decorum, and is perfe&ly of the 
fame hue with all your Logick hitherto. * Pleaſe then 
to know that all our Faith may be Errour, if the 7e/ft+ 
ory of the Church, ( our Rule ) may be -Erroneous : 
and, if it 'camm?, nothing we hold of Faith can be ſo. 

| proving her free from 
Etrour > Your meaning is, - we ſhould only+prove ſhe 


Embraces nd*Errour”'»ow ; but what. Proviſion would 


this make for Her not falling-perhaps into Errour to mor 
zow-2' We ought*then to'prove ( and ſo ought you too 
of your Rule) that if we adhere to it, it can at no time: 
Rermit- us to Err; which could not. beif $20 time 
it wirhtbe deteiv/d:it-ſelf; orleave us deceiv/ 4 while we 

follow it. © Beſitles, if: it:were granted Fallze or Liable 
coErrour, by what more evident Light, or greater and 
clearer. Teſtimony could' we guide our ſelves to know 
when it di4 aftuaHy Err, when not in; deriving down 
Chriſts DoQrine 2 Or by what more certaitt Way could 
we'be directed to'arrive-at Chriſt's ſence; If there were: 
"PM 7 BF ES OY ” any. 


! Your wiſe adviceamounts * | 


I ba, - PY 


on 


any ſuch, 7: and not Tradition ought to: be our Rule; 
We return you then your Counſel back with many 


Common Senſe, our owe, or any other Principles. But 
however it ſuites better with your convenience; than 
theſe crabbed Demonſtrations: For you tell us One fin- 
gle Inſtance of her erring is enough to Anſwer all #he Ar- 

uments. can be brought for her Infallibility. Sure you 
| a mind to convince all Schollars that read your 
Books, you never heard of Logick in your Life: Or 
elſe you would endeavour to baffle the' whole Art 
of - Diſcourſing, | becauſe you foreſee 'tis like to baffle 
.you. An J/uſtaxce may ' perhaps make an 04jeion a- 
_gainſt the Conclufion taking it-ſing/e for a meer propoſi- 
"tion and not as ſtanding under Proof; but Argaments- 


are anſwer'd by finding defeQs in the Premiſes. or the 
Conſequence. You, might have fſeen-(to-uſe-your own - 


. words ) bexter Logiek read. to the D. of P. in my Pag. 


'Ioand 11. Where'tis ſhewn you, that if the Premiſes be 
right, and the Inference good, the Concluſion muſt be as. 


neceſſarily True, as that the ſame Thing cannot be, and not 
'be at once: Yet, you take no notice of it, but, ſtill run : 
. on obſtinately to confute all the Schools and Uaniverſi- 


ties that ever Writ or Taught Logick from the beginning 


_ of the World, to the Time of His and Your Writing. 
"The Truth is, you are-ſick. of the Argument, and. 
. would ſhift it off on any Faſhion. Bring what Inſtan-- 
_ces. you pleaſe ; But. firſt you are to Anſwer our Argy-- 


ment, and. next, .to ſee the Authority that qualities . 


' your Inſtance for. an Argument, be above Morally Cer- 


tain ; otherwiſe it will be beyond the power. of any Lo-- 


gick to make it conclude: Forthe force of that Maxins. 


on which the Coxcluftveneſs of any Argument is built,is | 


far beyond any Moral Certainty ; Nor let Dr. St. think . 


"Thanks, for it neither ſuits in any degree with Logick, 


Ibid. . 
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men's. Minds Thould center, 


© Ty .. 
to-tand arguing ſtill ad hominews; but Tet him be Ture 


- » 


bis Inſtance infers the 7ruth of 'his/ Concluſion, © when 


' i comes (to be-pur to the Teſt of a Syllogilth, This we 


will expe&/from him; ſince it is the Right of the Re- 
- — to'deny apy thing that is not driven up to Fut- 

&; and-by that "Teſt we will judge of 'Fyur In- 
Kance and other Argaments, if you have-any that you 
will vouch tobe Demonſrative, that 18, Cont " 
51. You ſeem fo kind as not to undertake to prove 
that ax erring Church adheres to Tradition, it it be True 
Apoſtolical Tradition, and' that it -adþeres to it wholly aud 
ſolely. 1 a little wonder at this; for if 5ou'mean not 
by. Tradition:ſuch a one as 1s! built on Living-voice arid 
PraRice, you ran quite'away from the Point ; If ſach 
a-one .; you quit your own. Rule, 4 requiring men 
ſhould adhere to the other wholly and Solely, and ad- 
mic that/a'Church'adhering to-ſfuch'a Tradition is not 


an Errins Church. 1 \nlerr: Therefore, till you' an- 

ſwer-our Argument' which 'proves that our Tradition 

could not be intefrupted by any Innovation, you can- 

not with reaſon deny - but 'ours is. ſuch, You think 

Infallibility a* kind of 'barr againſt our mutual Agree- 

ment; as if there were any br -or even Þpollibility 
unle 


| | ( jt be in ſomerhing 
that is ' Abſolutely Certain or Evident. Shew 'us ſome- 
thing elſe endu'd with ſuch -an Evidence as is able to 
oblige Human Nature to an Univerſal Acceptation and 


-Conviftion; arid then blame us for maintaining Infalli- 


bility. Tiltthen pray, excuſe us for making'fuch Pro- 
viſion for Faith, as ſets it beyond Poflibility of Falſe- 
hood. You*'drop ſome a, eo Exceptions after 
the Shower of your ſhrewd (inviſible) Reafons. As 


b 


- . that our * Argument muſt' prove that no man 2hat hath 


been taught the Faith can ever err from it ; and yer ſtill 
| bs, I withall 


_ 


* "withall, confeſs that .@ Church, following, Tradition now; 


with'a witnefs':. But 'how do you. ſhew our Argument 


muſt prove ellis abſurd: poſition / 'Onely with. faying 


it here ovet and' over agzin, without the leaſt attempt 


to ſhew from! our words or Doctrine, this pretended xe- 
oefity, that we muſt borh contraditt our ſelves ſogroſle- 
ly;-and beſides'go paint -our daily experience. ' I do 
affire the Reader we have no where either ſuch words 
or ſenſe,” and that 'tis meerly a falſe ſham or ſome weak 
deduCtion. of yours, for want of ſome better thing to- 
fay. Our Tenet is-that, tho' not: one ſingle. man' can 
erre while he adheres to our Rule, yet even ſome par- 
ticular Churches may leave off adhering to: Tradition, 
' and fo err in Faith, Onely we fay that the main 
Body of the Church conſiſting of all particular Churches 


that compound Chriſtianity, being ſupported by Mo-' 


tives of adhering to: the former Faith, fo Prevalent, 
and Univerſal, 'and apply d to a very vaſt multitude 
of them; cannot” conſpire to relinquiſh this Rule, go a- 
gainſt and diſgrace "BG Teſtimony, nor conſe- 
quently . err in Faitl The word [ 4/ ] indeed, and 
[They] in each Propoſition. are diſtributive, and appli- 
able to each ſingle man ;. but do you find the leaſt word: 
_ 1n any of them, that ſayes that ſingle men or great mul- 
titudes way not out of malice a/zer Faith z Where. find 
you that ./ Or that they cannot. deſert the Rule, and by 
Conſequence their Faztb., Pray, be not ſoliberal of our 
Coticeilions, without ſhewing fomthing under our 


- 


| hands forit. 


1y leave it aftermards. This were \an- Incoherence 
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52. But you ſum up your Solution of our Demon- : 


ſtration with an. admirable grace, or rather you give 
us. the very Quinteſlſence of your Anſwer to it in theſe 


few words. The Church of Rome ſays. all have broke the 
BED. | Rule 


P.. 27s. 
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Riile of Tradition but ſhe onely, and proves it , by .ſayang 
that he holds, the ſame to toy he 7 Jeſerdo, and jo 
#uþ toour 'B. Saviours time: You proceed. 'e call again 
for a Proof of this. She tells us, If ſhe follow A this Rule 
ſhe could never err in Faith, But did ſhe follow this: 
' Rule She ſays ſhe did; and if you will not believe. her,, 

there's an eud.” How ſmart and vidorious this looks > 
But the' beſt is, *tis wholly built on ſdme few of your 
own -wilfull Falſifications. Pray, .where did we ever. 
bring theſe Words, [ If ſhe followed this, Rule, &c. ] For, 
a Proof that ſhe holds the ſame to day which (be did ye- 
fterday.. ' Or where did we prove we fallow'd this Rule 
only with is 2 But why are you ſo ſhy to quote'the 
Pages 'or Paragraphs where we bring theſe abſurd 
Proofs 2 -.begauſe you would be at -Liberty to fay any 
thing and yet not expoſe your Credit. . And 'tis worth 
noting, 'that you point out the Page in other occaſions , 
very Llipen y; but, when you have a mind to falſify, 
*tis till fuppreſt. *Tis' obſervable too that this inſn-, 
cerity of yours here is of fuch 4 ro you, that it 


gains the whole Cauſe.” For, if Wſhrove this. main Point 
no better but with 75,6: that our Argument has no force. 
but by ſtanding to-your Kindneſs in'Believing what , Our. 
Church' ſays, then there's an End indeed ; . tor nothing 
can be more Evident, than, *tis that in that Suppolſition, 
we are utterly routed,& our whole Cauſe quite defeated, 
Now 'T would entreat the Reader (for You. are reſfoly'd, 
neither to uſe your Eyes nor _Honelty,, leſt they ſhould 
too openly accuſe you) that he will once more ;review 
our Argument, as 'tis put down by Dr;S:, himſelf, Firſt 
Letter, p.4. and 5. and madggood by me, p. 8. and. g. 
and he will ſee clearly,”the Sh half of it was to prove, 


that Jf they follow'd this Rule, viz. of believing the. ſame 
to day they did yeſterday, they could never err in Faith, or 
| * *- . wes 


% 
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were Infallible : -And the other part [And they could not; 


innovate in Faith, unleſs ny did forget what they held the 


day before, or out of malice a 


. day! er#t ] was brought toprove 

.. they didever follow. that Rule. For ſince nothing but. 
Innovation. can' break the Chain of Tradition, whoever. 
' proves they could not innovate, proves direly they could. 


not recede from-Tradition. Nay, twas confeſt by Dr. Sr. 
himſelf, when he was as yet in better circumſtances, 
(Firſt Letter, p. 5+ l. 4.) that we prov'd our Church could 
not innovate, by the Medium now mention'd.. Yet ;you 


have the Confidenceto tell the Reader, fbe only ſays: ſhe 
follows this Rule ; and if, you will not believe her, there's an 
| ght in candour to, have faid , They 
' prov'd ſhe follow'd, and could not but follow, this Rule ; but-1 


end : Whereas you 


cannot anſwer their Argument, and there's an End. - See 


what you have brought upon your ſelf, and how faral.it. 
is to your pretended Anſwer, that as you* began your 


Reply to this 4th. Propoſition with a moſt wicked Falſifi- 
cation, ſo you cloſe it up here with a double one, and thoſe 
too of ſo largea ſize, that werethey True, they had car- 
ry'd all before them... Your intermediate, Endeavours 


are many of them of the. ſame kind; the reſt. Miſtakes, 
( and generally wiful ones ),which-I thought at firſt ' 


to have reckon'd up ; but they thicken'd 10 upon me, 


thar I ſaw it would be tedious to;count them, and ſogave it: 
over. But your excuſe for this inſincere Carriage:is,That- 
you do.no more than all Writersuſe-todo; who have had- 


the bad luck to defend anill Cauſe, and come to be preſt 


withClofe Truth. All they cando,whea they are not able” 


to give a good acount of themſelves,is,to bend all their ſtudy 


and feek.about tor ſhifts, how they may give.no accopnt.. ' 
And the D. of P. and you are of this prudent Generation. 
I fay once again,” Tis your Chief Study how to fhift.; and 
long Study of any thing, with frequent pradice, makes a 
man Excellent at it; & every man loves moſt to do that he 


KR 
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FSee above, 


Sea. 39. 


isExceltentat; and ſo we are to expedt'it. "Foeanvidee of 


I x 
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the Reader whether I wrong, you oe no, Put 'your 'y 
Arguments for the Abſolute Certainty of your'Ruk BY 


conveying tous Chriſt's Senſe, and for your following it," 
as cloſe and home as you cart poſſibly; andie whether © 
do not anſwer it —__— ly & cquartly, without any 
of theſe ſhifting Excurſions or Falfifestions: AndTetionr 
different Carriage be the Teſt to diftinguiſh the candid = 
Aifrters of Truth;from the Inſincere Abetters of Errour. 
+ 53. Aﬀter I had ſhew that Scripture privately fter- 
preted could not_be a Ruleof Faith, the'natnre and rc- 
thod of our Diſpute led me into an Enquiry what wis'm 
. reality.your Rule, as you are ſuch a kind of Proteſtant ; and, 
- . to this End I'diſcours't thus ; That Seritpture was a Ge- 
nerical Rulke,commen-to'you andallfereſtes in the world; 
and;'That your' Speczfreat Rule muſt be | as my /#/f and 
thoſe of my Fudgment underſtand 'or interpret #t.] And can 
there be any thing moreEvident 2 Do not they all trive 
to lay claim to the Le#terof Scripture for their Ruleas 
well as'you 2 Do not they all, as much as you, rely upon 
it,'and'avail themſelves by quoting it {iR, and endea- 
youring toſhew-t favourable to their reſpeQive Tenets ?: 
Plain Experienceinforms us and'every one, they all do 
this, and that too, with an ardour and earneftneſs equal 
to yours, as far as we candiſcern. In this then you a7 
agree ; and'therefore tis beyond all diſpute, Scripture is 
| _ Common or.Generical Rule, if we may believe your 
arriapeand Profeſſion. Now let's fee what 'tis you dif- 
agreein. And 'tis manifeſt you di/agree in the Seyſe of 
Scripture ; otherwiſe, the' Senſe of Scripture being God's 
Senſe or your - Faith, you would be of the ſame Faith; 
which eannor be-pretended, fince you Fomradict thetn, 
2nd they You, inimattersbelopging toFaith ; and What's 
the Way toarrive at the Sex/e of Scriprure 2 Certainly 
the'/#terpretivgirt ; for interpretation iignifies in Froper 
— ſpeectt. 


">. 


* Words ;. I faid, a Common 


af hes. you for F 
them; that they are ſuch miſeral/ 
| | _ 


FO Oe 
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: ſpeechthe G:ving or Aﬀegning to Word's their ſexſe;zand do 


not you -accept that-Senſe of Scripture for your Faith 
whieh your Private Judgment interpreting it, conceives 


apptehend it, ought to be interpreted 2 Is it not for this 


(Second Letter, p. 21.) that is, without any Publick In- 
terpreter ? And, Will you after this deny that Scripture 
is your Gezera/ Rule in which you agree with all Here- 
ticks ; and your ſpecifical, peculiar or proper Rule, in 


- which you difter from them, and they from-one another, is 


Scriptare,as Interpreted by your ſelves 2 The thing is plain, 


It's fre what you ſay to it., You, with a very dexterous - 
artifice, grant-and not grant it, as we ſhall ſee-anon:: and 


- tell us, x. That Scriptare is and ought to be common to all 


Flereticks, tho" they miſerably abuſe zt..' Pray, Sir; ule my 

'ords ;: 1 Kule to them. and: you; and, 
Canthat be truly a Rw/z, which they dired themſelves by 
and yet warp into Errour ? Tox = indeed they miſera- 
tly abife it ; and.the Socenians will fay the ſame- of you, 
while you' pretend to prove thence Chriſt is God., And 
how ſhall this Quarrel be decided? For *tis hitherto a | 
drawn March between you, while you fight with that 
armbidextrous Wea) OL cripture's. Letter interpretablehy 

rFoate Fudgments, - 'ThePoigr (ll ſticks; How-can, an 


iiidifferent may, locking tor. Faich by jour Rale, be {atif 
*d They abuſe it more than'Jay,? Muſt not you be ob- 


j tohew him OC FFars Lage than They have, and 
"als Light juſtifies y judging thus harſhly of 
e Abuſers of Scriptare 2 
2 And- 


ſe - ha EY © 0Y 
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And, if you donot, muſt he not in true reaſon judge "tis 
pretended by yougrarts ; as alfo, that youare highly 4 
charitable, rocharge them downright with ſo hainous a 
Crime? *Tis that farther degree of Eight in You that muſt 
juſtifie you for theſe os wh” we would gladly 
ſee; for, whatever itis, 'tis That which diſtinguiſhes you 
from them,and ſets youup to be Right V/ſersof Scripture ; 
that's, it gives you the Rzght Senſe of it, or your ;Paith ; 
and ſo it muſt difference you Eſſentially from them in 
your Grounds or Rule. *Tis this Light, I ay, we'would 
beat ; Why is itſo ſhy to ſhewits Face? 2. Tho' *tis 
hard to conceive how they can be faid to abuſe Scripture 
who followit to their Power ; yet, ſince you will have it 
allow'd you gratis, Does not their. pretended miſerable 
 Abaſe of Scripture conſiſt in miſinterpreting it? Certain- 
ly, you muſt fay it does. And if fo, then your right Jn- 
zerpretation of it, or your taking it in a right ſenſe, is that 
in which your right ſe of it conſiſts : wheretore your 
own-Interpretation' of it, is; beyond all Evaſion, that 
which differences you from them; and ſo 'tis your pecu- 
Har or ſpecifical'Rule of Faith. 3. Do thoſe Hereticks 
who thus miſerably abuſe it, do this out of Wilfulneſs, 9 
15, do-they beef underſtand it right, but pretend they 
not; or do they uſe their'endeavour to wnder/tand it,and 
yet hap'ito abuſe: it by miſunderſtanding it ? If the for- 
mer, then again you muſt tell us gratzs, and ought to 
make it out toan Indifferent man ſeeking for Faith, that 
the Secinians (and all the erring Sets) are the moſt wick- 
edly infincere, and the moſt blaſphemous men in the 
Workd; nay, the greateſt Hypocrites'to boot ;/ to know 
certainly by Scripture that Chrift is God, and yet know-. 
ingly impugn his Divinity, voluntarily abuſe Scripture 
they ſeem fo highly tovenerate, and pretend Conſcience 
all thewhyle : And yet none but you have ſuckþpegrt, 
2pprehenſions ofthem : and as for my ſelf, ſeein; __ 
; LAT . & £. they 
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they decline no Adverſary at the alledging and compa- 
ring Places,:how ſedulouſly they make Scripture their 
| , andin all appearance adhere tothe Letter ; 1 veri- 
ly believe they "follow it to their power, but fall into 'Er- 
rour through their misfortune of eſpouſing a wrong Rule. 
And if you ſtill fay they are thus voluntarily infincere, 
41 deſire to know of you by what outward figns can an 
indifferent man: judge Tow and your Party are not 
as. Inſfincere as. They, or perhaps more 2 Acquaint us, 
Ifay; for what other Reaſon you'ſay this, but becauſe 
they frame another Sex/e of Scripture than you do, that 
is, zuterpret it differently from You 2 - If you can give 
no other than your own 7nterpretation is the only Light 
you have to judge' them Hereticks, or to determine 
"what's. Herefie ; and by conſequence to judge what's 
True Faith; and ſo 'tisunavoidably your Rule of Faith, 
of which more by and by. But, if you fay they follow 
it to their power, and yeterr i» Faith, then the fault not 
| being in Them, for not following their Rule, their fault 
-mulſt be (as it is yours) their adhering to a Rule which 
fecures not men, tho' doing their beſt to underſtand it, 
from falling into Hereſie ; that is,it conſiſts in their pitche 
ing upon that for their Rule, which is indeed »o Rwle at all. 
- . 54. Your Rule then equally patronizing true Faith 
and  Herefie, I had reaſon to affirm , that it inferr'd 
thoſe Zlaſphemous Propoſitions, as to make Light and 
Darkneſs very conſiſtent, and Chriſt and Belial very good 
Friends. Now, this being my Charge, it was maniteſt- 
ly your Duty to-ſhew it does not patronize true Faith 
and Hereſie, and by doing ſo, induce thoſe horrid bla 
- phemies ; and to make out, that only true Faith can be 
grounded on Scripture privately interpreted ; and there- C | 
fore, that I had impeach'd it wrongfully. - Bur this | 
was too hard a Point to meddle with, Inſtead of doing 
this , and clearing your ſelf from Blaſphemy , which 
PW | | Was. 
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| that God would give -me Repentance unto Life. Indeed, 
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was direftly incumbent'on you, you tell the Reader, 


with 2 great_garb of Gravity, that I ſpeak Bluſph 
with a gra gurd of Gravey tle 1 teak Blſbey 
when only mention it while I amcharging you with 
it. ' And hereupon, likea right Good man, you fall to 
talk Godly, and out of your pure Charity will needs be. _ 
ow upon me the: Benediction: of your, hearty Prayer 


. 


had I faid: that Ghrift and Belzal cotild ever be recon- 
cid, or advanc'd any Poſition that imply'd it, as yours 
does, I confeſs, I muſt have been Guilty of a horrid 
Blaſphemy. But, not knowing how to. clear your ſelf, 


_ for qwning no Rule but ſuch a one as equally patroni- 


zZes Truth and Falſhood; and therefore, by a neceflary 
conſequence, infers thoſe Blafphemics ; you very de- 
murely put on a Godly Countenance, and betake your 
elf very charitably to your hearty Prayers. As much 
as to-lay, ſn: good Troth, Sir, 1 cannot anfwer you,” nor 
ſhew T have gay Rule, but what ſerves for Errour as well 
as Trath ;\but yet if that may excuſe me, T will be content 
## lieu of it , to pray for you with all my Heart. Is not 
this pleafant? | tp, 

- . -55.. Fhus myth for your Rale as 'tis common to: You 
and all Hereticks. What's your particular 'Rule 2 Here 
T. Youtake itill that we withneeds know .what's your 


" "Rule better than your ſelves do ; And:we take it as ill 


of You, that you would have us believe yor-before-our 
own Evident: Reaſon. We know you carinot defend 
ſuch an inſtfgnificant Ruleas your own Inrerpretations ; - 
and rherefore are forc'd to diſavs it, when' we preſs you 
to give 2 good account of it ; with which mayrvery 
wellcondlt, that you" proceex uporit' when the danger 
is: remote. . 2. Youaſſure us Platz Scripture is' your Rate , 
that is, (as appears by” your Diſcourſe here) your Rule 
as You are ſuch:a.kind' of Proteſtant. . Pray, will you 
; ie EX- 
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exphin and unriddfe 'to. tis this moſt obſcure word 
-Plain] in what kind of Points, to whorn, 2nd by what 
kind of Light,is Scripture taken as your Rule, Plain > And 
ket's have ſomething more thana blind Word to work on. 
__—_— tells- us p——_ is-not plain, even in the 
highe t 


Points of Faith, ſince ſo many follow<z2, 'and yet 
. goaftray: - Again, if it be fo p/azy, all your uſeful Helps 
are wedleſs ; and Laſtly, Scripture conceiv'd by you 
to be: plain, which is your particular Rule, can never 
' be made out to be 4#/olutely Certain; for the Socinians 
too proceed upon Scripture, Plain to them, as their Rule; 
and'yet err ; which evinces tis not fo plain as to con- 
vince and certainly enlighten Human Reaſon attending, 
to it : An evident Argument, that- both the one and 
theorher do bt fancy it plain, but that, in reality, 'tis. 
Plain to-nezther. 3. You declare, that the Interpreta- 
tion of it by any Sett of prople, Romaniſts or others, is Ex- 
trinfical to it, and no conſtitutive difference of it. That 
the Interpretation of Romaziſts is not the. particular Rule 
of Tour Proteſtants, all the World knew before ; which 
makes it frivolous to tell-us ſo here. Nor do. we chal- 


tenge you, or pretend, that the Interpretation of avy other 


Seft is your Rule; for we told' you, that the Interpreta- 


tion .of each Sect, reſpetively, was its particular Rule.. 


*Tis Pour own Interpretation we faid was your Rule; 


inſtead of granting or denying whichg you ſhuffle abour, 
and' talk of the-Interpretation of FRemvanifts, and other 


Seds. But, f (which is ſtrangely exprelt) in. ozher Serts 
you include'your ows.'too, 'tis-all one to my Difcourke.. 


For, whether yourega gt 
Sea; og make account, 


a diſtin Species, ſocach individual Interpreter —_— 
you is- 4 diftinC&t Se, ftill Scripture, as 2uterpretabie. y 
your ſelves, is your particular Rule, and not Extrinfical. 

to it. For let me ask you-once more, Is not the __ 
| | | oft 


he Interpretation-of your own: 
hat as each individual Angel is. 
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of Scripture your- Faith 2; and, Is not; thatiEdentially, |} 


your, Particular Rule of Faith, that (gives you your Par-' 
ticular Faith > and, Muſt I mind you. again, that it is. 
the very Eſſence (as I may. ſay). or nature of Arterpre-! 
tation to give you the Sexſe of the Words of Scriptures 
which in our. caſe is -your Faith. Wriggle then ſtill: 
which way you pleaſe, you can never avoid, but your: 
own Interpretation of Scripture 15 your Particular Rule ; 
taking you either for a whole Sect,an Individual,orBoth. 
- .56. At length, as a man in danger when. he is fol- 
low'd cloſe at the Heels, and ready to be caught, takes 
a deſperate leap, tho' he hazards himſeif a miſchief; you 
venture boldly to declare what is your particular Rule, 
as differenced from both Romaniiis, and other Hereticks 
and Seftaries ; viz. Scripture plainly delivering a Senſe 
own d aud declar'd by the Primitive Church of -Chrift: in 
the Three Creeds, Four Firſt.General Councils, and Har- 
mony of the Fathers. After which you add, This, 7 hope, 


' 2s plain dealing, and no wrigg/ing and here we take up 


our fland, let him endeavour to draw us whither he can. 
Never fear it, Sir, you are out of danger of being draws 
any whither., Ten thouſand -Cart-Ropes will not go 


' round you, and we mult be. at..leaſt'Twenty Years 


in faſtening them. - But let's examin this -your -parti- 
cular Rule. «x. I ask, whether, ſince Differences ule to 
be Eſential, thelg words, [ own'd and declar d by the 
Primitive Church, &c.] ,which are found in the Difle- 
rence of. your Rule from that of others, be at all Eſex- 
tial, or not-: If not Eſſential, ſince; if you be Orthodox, 
you ought to have a Rule ellegyally diſtin& from that 
of Hereticks and SeQaries, whit is this Eſſentially-diffe- 
rent Rule of yours ; for *tis this we are enquiring after 2 
If you ſay 7 Eſſential ; then Scripture had not all the 
due. power .to. regulate you as to your Faith, without 
their additional Light : And, by conſequence, Scripture 


IS 
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hitherto ; ſince 2heſe are Part of. it. 2 When you fay 
FOR Rule is Scripture, plainly delivering a Senſe, &c. 

fiippole you muſt mean ſuch a particular Senſe as is of 


Faith with you: andcanany more be requir'd to your 


particilar Rule than Scripture plainly delivering your 

articular Faith 2 . Certainly you. will not fay it. For, 
there is the Dzvine Authority in the Scripture, which is 
the Formal Motive of Divine Faith, There is Plainneſs, 
which gives it a Direzve Vertue, and qualifies it for a 
Rule ; andthe Clear Light ofthis p/a/n Rule muſt ſhine 
bright upon the particular Tenets you hold, for 'tis to 
ſhitcie there, and no where elſe. Which once put, 
What can all the other, eſteem'd by you but Human 
Authorities, ſerve for 2 Can they -add weight to: the 
Divine Authority, or clear that to us which is already 
fo plain by, Scripture 3. Pray be candid, and tell 


ns, After a-thing is plain in Scripture, are you to value 


a ſtraw, what either Primitive Church, Creeds, or Fa- 
thers fay 2 I date fay you will grant you are. not. 
Wherefore, all theſe are utterlyuſeleſs, unleſs they be 

etended to give you ſome light to interpret Scripture. 

ut this cannot be neither ; both becauſe you tell us 
here plain Scripture is your Rule, and it would not be 
plain, but obſcure, if it needed an Explainer : Beſides, 
you put this as a conſtitutive difference of your Rule, and 
yet deny 'd that any xterpretation of Scripture is ſuch, 
but Exrrinfical to it. *T'is then a great Myſtery ſtill, 
- how theſe Human Authorities affe&t your General Ruſe, 
or influence your Faith already had by plazr Scrip- 
tare, or to what end they ſerve but for a Show only. 
4. The Lutherans proceed upon all theſe as much ,as. 
you, and yet hold a Rez/Z Preſence of Chriſt's very Body 
in the Sacrament, as much as we do. - So that zþ5 does 
not difference 'you in your Grounds or Rule from all 


is notyour Only and Tarire Rule, as you ever pretended: 


 other- 


* Difſuaſive 
from Popery, 
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. other Sects ; for ſure you will nor deny that to bea 
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ther Sect et, 
that holds. an” Errour, which Dr. S?, has-taken ſuch 
pains to prove is /dolatry. My laſt queſtion thall -be, 
Whether your ſober Enquirers are not-to come to their 
particular Faith, by this their particular Rule of Faith + 
And, ſince *tis Evident they muſt, we would know next 
how many of them are to arrive at any Faith at. all? 
For it will take up many Years to examin and com- 
pare all the Fathers, and be ſure of their ZZarmony with. 
one another, and with the Scripture too. Nay, the 
Duration of the World will -be-too ſhort to compals 
that Satisfaction, if we 'may believe the * Biſhop .of 


Downs, who afſures-us, That out of the Fathers ſucceed- 


ing the Primitive Times, both {ides eternally and in- 
confutably ſhall bring Sayings for themſelves pies 
Can any man living make Senſe of ſuch ſtuff, or ever 
come at his Faith by fuch a Rule ? POET Sun, 
57. For this laſt Reaſon chiefly, I affirm'd, That not 
one Proteſtant in a million follow'd Dr. 57's Rule, but 
honeſtly follow'd the Tradition of their own Church, 
Paſtours or Fathers; that is, believ'd as they had been 
educated, To the firſt part of this Aſſertion you ſay 
{ittle, but that if there be any Fault, *tis the Fault of 
the People only. Bur if. this peculiar Rule - of yours, 
which takes in the ſeeing your Senfe of Scripture 'own'd 
und declar'd by the Primitive Church, Four fir General 
Councils, and the Harmony of the Fathers, be to be fol- 
lowed &re you can come at-your Faith ; I doubt the 
Fault will-prove to be in the Ru/e. For very few Per- 
ſons have Learning, fewer Leiture enough, and nope of 
them ſecurity of having any Faith by this Methqd ; un- 
jeſs you could cnfure their Salvation . by inſpiring thoſe 
who are ignorant with competent Learning to under- 
ſtand a//7be Fathers and their ZZarmony ; and withal, by . 
{ctting them good long Leaſes of their Lives ; -which [ 
| | am 
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Heroe .;/'and- there it ends and ſtops-in a flat Novelty. 

Whereas Catholicks abhor a Tradition that has any 

known Beginning, or takes a Name from any Partieular 

Author, or has any Original but Chriſt, his Apoſtles, 

and the Church in the very firſt Age, who were the O- 

riginal Deliverers of it to-the next, and fo to' the ſuc- 

' ceeding ones. Pray Sir, what's become of your Jelt ? 

Alt faid, was, that You * followed the Way of Tradition, « xirk totter, 
however miſplac'd ; prov'd it by Reaſons and Inſtances; p- 27: 1-3, 4: 
you hint ſome, omit others, and pervert the reſt. -- You. 
tell us, *tis all 'Scriptaral Tradition. | But: we will truſt 
our Eyes and Experience before'your bare Word. We 
ſee ſome taught before they can read ; we ſee them Cate- 
chiz'd in Churches, and they repeat and. believe what's 
there-told them, tho' Scripture be-not quoted for the 
diſtu;i& Paſhges. 'Weſee them read the Scripture after- 
wards ; -but we ſee withal not One in Thouſands truſts 
his own Judgment of Diſcretion for the ſenſe of it ; bur, 
without reluctancy or jealouſte, accepts that which his - 
Paſtours ailign to it ; eſpecially 4n Spiritual Points, or 
Myſteries of Faith, about which we are chiefly diſcour- 
ſing, | But do not your felf incline ro admit ſas much as 

we can expeCt from a'man that affets not"too much 
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is You pl fer wu ras d. Faus: f 

5c #5 out inkis. Acaguet-— Tam aph to: think 

arg hab 1 3h er, Tot be tt. 4x; he woule 

Now, ſmce they: mult cither. Kaohes Ty 

on ;heirPaſtoursand Preachers, deliveri rs | 

_ educating then in ir; that is, byſome ki of Tradit 

or {by relying oo Scripture; *and your ſelf deems 40" 

loubt, or rather in 3 manner grants. it, Thatthey have:/a8! 

notthedater way ;.y.0u muſt atlkeatt dewbt.that. lap have : 

it by tho Way of. Tradition, But your Faney. was, ſobig: | 

with yourempty Jeſt, that you hae forgo what you ad 

allow'd - 2 little 1; : j” 1 
58. Thus, Sir,-Ihave trac'd yay punfh y. ſep by. 3 

| ſteps Hot (as is your conſtant a yo picks, am aft : 

ſcatter d; hexe. and there : -which yout: You might | 

molt commodioyfly. pervert ; wherefore I have-reaion, | 

to expect the ſame; exact meaſure from-you.. 'The-Sum- 

of your Anſwer. is'manifellly this. Shuttles: and. wilful 

_ Miſtakes without number ; pralions endleſs; Fallificatis : 

- ons frequent; Godly Talk frivolous " Jets 3 groundleſs ; < 

- and all xheſe. brought ,in ſtill to. ſtop Gaps, when your. 

Reaſon was Nonpluſt.. Be pleas'd to leave off. your EF 

tected Infincerities; otherwiſe I muſt-be forc't to'Ex-. q 

poſe them /yet. farther; than: which: there can, be. BY I 

Task. more NOEReR Fppaſd upon eepdadet ct 4 
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